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Global Capitalism Heads Back
Towards Crisis

INTRODUCTION

The article we publish below isthe text of areport to
the general meeting of the party in December 2014.
More than six months later, in what situation is the
global capitalist economy?

A quick overview shows that this situation has contin-
ued to deteriorate since last year.

The decline in oil prices had stopped earlier this year;
but it was only atemporary respite for the oil companiesand
oil-producing countries. The decline of the «black gold» has
flared up under the weight of overproduction and falling
demand. According to the International Energy Agency, the
oil price per barrel fell on average during the month of
August to below $ 50 (and sometimes 40), that isto say at its
level lowest since 2009 (in the heart of the recent global
economic crisis), whileit was still at $ 100 in July 2014. The
prices of other raw materials, industrial or agricultural, also
continued to decline. Thisdecreasein the price of raw mate-
rials is the first sure sign of the poor health of the global
economy; and it has an immediate negative effect on coun-
trieswhose oil production and that of other raw materialsis
the most important economic activity, from Russiato Vene-
zuela, from Nigeriato Algeria, from Brazil to South Africa.

Thisis confirmed by an examination of some ma-

jor capitalist countries.

The United States still remains the most economically
«dynamic» country (the unemployment rate continued to
fall, etc.); but fears concerning growth are such that the Fed
(Federal Reserve, the US central bank) remains reluctant to
raise interest rates, as it usually does during economic re-
coveriesfollowing acrisis: anincreasein interest rates, that
isto say an increase in the cost of money, could stifle even
the current low growth, already drugged by the low cost of
borrowing. Also it would increase the dollar relative to other
currencies, which would disadvantage US goods on the
world market. If USindustrial production rebounded in July
(thelast figure available), thisis only after several consecu-
tive monthly declines since the beginning of the year.

Neighboring Canada, whose economy is highly depend-
ent on the United States, which absorbs 70% of its exports,
and which isincreasingly dependent on oil prices, entered
recession in the first half 2015: thisis a supplementary sign
of the weakness of the US economy.

In Japan, measures by the Abe government («Abenom-
ics»: a24 billion Euro fiscal stimulus, monetary easing and
structural reforms) were unable to revive the economic ma-
chine: in the second quarter of 2015 the Japanese economy

(Continuedon page6)
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Summary

o Attacksin Paris: Capitalismis respon-
sible. Class war against capitalism!

» Turkey: Itis notelections and calls for
peace, but the class war which alone
can putan endto exploitation, oppres-
sionandrepression!

» Greece demonstrates once again
that it is impossible to fight against
capitalist attacks by the electoral and
reformist path

» Greece. Againstreformistillusions,
forindependent class struggle!

The slaughter of the migrants drowned
in the Mediterranean continues!
Another terrible demonstration that
bourgeois governments, whether
democratic or authoritarian, can never
address the causes of these tragedies.
It is capitalism that we must drown!

* 50 years after the wave of black
revolts in the United States, the riots
in Baltimore

s «Racial» Riotsinthe U.S. over the
past 50 years

» Amadeo Bordiga. «Black» anger
shakes the rotten pillars of bourgeois
and democratic «civilization»

» Killings of journalists in France. Down
With The Union Sacrée!

Wars between states, conflicts be-
tween militias, armed repression, mis-
ery and destruction: some countries of
Africa, the Near and Middle East are
rapidly disintegrating, causing the
desperate flight of millions of human
beings in search of any land, any
country to escape this hell on earth
and to try to survive. Desperate mass-
es trek through mountains and

deserts, whence they fall into the
hands of unscrupulous traffickers
ready to defraud them or to launch
them onto the seas in overcrowded
hulks. The testimonies of the survi-
vors of these journeys abound in sto-
ries of people suffocated in the hold,
pregnant women thrown into the sea,

(Continuedon page11)
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Attacks in Paris:
Capitalism is responsible
Class war against capitalism!

«Weareatwar!», istheleitmotif of government person-
alitieslikethe politicians of various French parties after the
murderous atrocitiesin Paris and Saint Denis.

But in fact it is not just since yesterday that French
imperialism has been at war, although up until now the
French people have not felt the repercussionsin their flesh.

It's been alittle over ayear since President Hollande
announced with great fanfare the decision to participatein
US bombings in Irag, a decision that was followed by
fielding dozens of «Special Forces» commandos; a few
weeks ago the government decided to participate in the
bombing in Syria; A few days ago he announced the
shipment to the Persian Gulf of a marine battle group
(aircraft carrier, nuclear attack submarine, withwarshipsfor
their protection) to intensify its participation in thewar in
Iraq and Syria . Under the so-called «left» government
French imperialism has demonstrated a surge in military
aggression that has not been seen since ... the governments
of the socialist Mitterrand.

Let’s remember however that it's an old and sinister
French imperialist tradition; under Sarkozy, the imperialist
circleswerebehind the Libyan war that plunged the country
intoachaosfromwhichit still hasnot recovered. Therehave
been a countless number of military interventionsin Africa
sincethe official end of colonialism; we will only recall the
French responsibility in the genocide of the Tutsisin Rwan-
dawhichleft hundredsof thousandsdead. Asforitscolonial
wars, they have also caused hundreds and hundreds of
thousands of victims.

Frenchimperialismisundoubtedly one of themost rapa-
ciousand bloody representatives of imperialism, thisworld
system of domination by ahandful of major capitalist centers
andthe Statesat their service; but, likeitscolleagues, itisalso
at war againgt its own proletariat, not hesitating to use the
most brutal violence to maintain the bourgeois order and
capitalist profits.

Without going back to the terrible massacreswith which
it responded to workers' revolts throughout the nineteenth
century, let us remember the slaughter by the police in
October 1961 of hundreds of Algerian workers peacefully
demonstrating in Paris. By the way, the government has
declared a «state of emergency», an exceptional measure
created during the war in Algeria and which was also used
in 2005 during the upheavalsin the banlieues...

When the decision was madeto participatein the bomb-
ingsin Irag, the government called for «national unity» to
support awar inwhichit claimedto participateto protect the
French as well as the Iragi populations against terrorist
crimes; these calls for union among all citizens have been
reiterated ever since as they are once again today.

These are actually appeal s to the workers to show soli-
darity with «their» national imperialismthatisto say withthe
capitalists who exploit them while also exploiting and op-
pressing the proletarians and the poor masses of the dom-
inated countries, the capitalist who plunder the planet and
conduct endless wars. The national union only serves the
bourgeoisie, the workers are still victims, whether being

exploited in the workplace, or serving as cannon fodder.

All the so-called security measures which over the
course of months and years have been continuously
strengthened (Vigipirate—France snational security alert
system, mobilization of thearmy, massive spying oncom-
munications, etc.) were never established to protect pop-
ulations, as demonstrated once again by the most recent
attacks; they serve only to protect the interests of the
bourgeoisie and defend the capitalist system through
intimidation of potential «troublemakers» and especially
proletarians.

Thebourgeoisstateisone hundred timesmoreeffective
instoppingworkersfromtearing the shirt off their bossthan
it isin preventing attacks against the inhabitants of Paris:
aperfect demonstration that civilian casualties are nothing
other than «coll ateral damage»to theimperialistsundertak-
ings, under thebombsin Syriaand I raq just asonthe streets
or in concert venuesin Paris.

But thebodiesof thevictimsarecynically usedto power
the campaigns of national unity and support for the state
and its repressive forces, and to build support for military
campaigns. Already the politicians of the right and left
parties are multiplying martial statements. Nothing aston-
ishing here: being loyal supportersof imperialism, they had
aready approved the recent French military interventions
in Libya, throughout Africaand the Middle East; they are
also unanimous in supporting the government’s actions
and the call for interclassist unity.

The proletarians must not be misled by all such repre-
sentatives or servants of the bourgeoisie; they should give
no confidence to the government and theinstitutions of the
bourgeois state, which are in the exclusive service of their
classenemies. The bloody attacksin Parisand Saint Denis
aretheresult of their criminal acts, thejihadistsresponding
with individual terrorist actsto the large-scal eterrorism of
theimperialists.

Wantingto protect themselvesfromjihadist terrorismor
to fight it by gathering behind the bourgeois state, would
not only meantheproletariat allowingitself tobeanaccom-
pliceof imperialistterrorism; thiswould alsomean allowing
itself to remain the eternal consenting victim of capitalism.

Thebombingsin Parisand Ankara, inBeirut or in Chad,
like thewars in the Ukraine and the Middle East, are fore-
shadowing the future of poverty, widespread massacres
and warsthat capitalismincrisisreservesfor theproletariat
and the masses of the world.

To escapeit, thereisnot one bourgeois camp to choose
against another; thereisno other solution than the destruc-
tion of capitalism, destruction that can only be accom-
plished through international communist revolution.

Becauseit isitsexploitation which sustains capitalism,
the proletariat has within itself the ability to do away with
the capitalist mode of production and of the society of
injustice and oppression, wars and massacres, built on its
foundations: just refuseto continueto be exploited in order
to bring down this colossal edifice.

It isthe path of the resumption of the proletarian strug-
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gle, of the revolutionary class war against all bourgeoisies
and all bourgeois States; it involves breaking the bonds
which have been patiently woven over the decadesin order
tokeeptheproletariat locked ininterclassism, breaking from
the multiple forces and ingtitutions of class collaboration,
abandoning the illusions in national unity, democracy and
the State, which are sustained by arange of social measures,
in order to find the forces and class weapons class and
reconstitute the political organization to lead the combat.
Thisisnot an easy, fast and saferoute; but the prol etariat
has already historically taken it when in the past it launched
the attack on the capitalist citadels. It will necessarily takeit
again tomorrow, armed with the Marxist political, program-

STRUGGLE!

matic and theoretical positions tirelessly defended by the
Communist L eft, without being stopped or intimidated by the
blows of the adversary. Then it will find the strength to
avenge all the victims of capitalism by putting a definitive
end to this infamous system.

NOTO CAPITALIST WARS!
NOTONATIONAL UNITY!
FOR THE RESUMPTION OF THE CLASS

FORTHEINTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST
REVOLUTION!

November, 14th 2015

Turkey: It is not elections and calls for peace,
but the class war which alone can put an end
to exploitation, oppression and repression!

On Saturday, October 10th, aterrible
bombing attack struck the event organ-
ized by the «pro-Kurdish» HDP opposi-
tion party as apart of the election cam-
paign, and including variousformations
of theleft (suchastheDISK tradeunion,
, the Union of Doctors, the Union of
Architects, aunionof civil servantsetc.),
for democracy, employment security and
«peace» — that is to say the resumption
of negotiations between the PKK
(Kurdistan Workers' Party, a Kurdish
nationalist organization engaged for
years in guerrilla actions in Turkish
Kurdistan), and government authorities.
The outrage left about a hundred dead
and over 240 injured. The organizers
have denounced the government’s re-
sponsibility in the attack.

And it certainly fits in a growing
climate of political tension; last June
there was an attack in Diyarbakir in
Kudistan, against an electoral meeting
of the HDP, leaving 4 dead and 400
injured; onJuly 20 asuicidebombing by
a young Kurdish jihadist in Suruc a
townontheborder with Syria, killed 33
people at arally of young Maoists who
wereclosetotheHDP. If theliability of
the «lslamic State» appears proven in
both cases, the long-term support of
the ruling power toward this organiza-
tionanditshostility tothe Syrian Kurd-
ish fightersin Kobant, certainly leaves
plenty of room for suspicionsabout the
involvement of the authorities.

The AKP, the Idamic-conservative
ruling party and President Erdogan, have
repeatedly accused not only the PKK
which has ended the ull in the fighting
after the bombing of Suruc, buttheHDP
itself and itsleader Demirtas of «terror-
ism». In recent weeks, dozens of public

meeting places of this party were at-
tacked and sometimes even torched by
thugs linked to the AKP without the
police stopping them; on the contrary a
criminal investigation has opened
against Demirtasfor «insultingthe Turk-
ish people, ingtitutions and organs of
the Sate, the President», «incitement
tocommit crimesandterrorism» afterin
a press conference he had denounced
the cul pable passivity of thepolice! The
government has also stepped up intimi-
dation against the mediaand opposition
journalists; theheadquartersof themain
opposition daily Hurryet was attacked
by demonstrators who were led by a
member of the AKP, opposition TV sta-
tions were forced to close, etc.

On November 1 parliamentary elec-
tionswill takeplacein Turkey, barely five
months after the previous June which
saw the AKP finish clearly in the lead
(40.9% of votes). Although it was its
fourth consecutive victory in the elec-
tions, the AKP, losing nearly 9% of the
vote, missed the absolute majority that
wouldallow ittoachieveitsobjectiveof
reforming theconstitutiontointroducea
presidential system. Theelectoral thrust
of the HDP, finishing for the first time
with more than 10% of the votes at the
national level isseen asthe cause of the
relative defeat of the AKP. In late Au-
gust, following the failure of negotia-
tionstoformacoalitiongovernment, the
legidative assembly was dissolved and
theholding of new el ectionsannounced.

Numerouspolitical analystsattribute
the renewed clashes with PKK fighters
and the «anti-terrorist» campaign to a
maneuver by the government to stimu-
late areflex of fear that would increase
the electoral chances of the AKP. And

moreover Erdoganand other officia dig-
nitaries were not reticent in declaring
that if the AKP had obtained 400 depu-
ties(that isto say an absolutemajority in
Parliament), there would not have been
this outbreak of violence...

However Turkish events cannot be
reduced to mere electoral motifs, let
alonetheambition of amandreaming of
becominganew sultan. Turkey isfacing
growing problems and contradictions;
and it is these that have had the effect
of increasingly destabilizing the exist-
ing political equilibriuminthe country
since the early 2000s under the hegem-
ony of the AKP.

CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION
AND PROLETARIAN
STRUGGLESIN TURKEY

Paradisefor the capitalists (Istanbul
hasmorebillionairesthanParis), Turkey
isahell for theworkers. It ranks second
among OECD countriesfor incomeine-
quality, just ahead of Mexico. But there
arealsoregional inequalities: intheKurd-
ish regions, which are less developed,
theaveragefamily incomeisonly 29% of
family incomeinthe capital Ankara.

Unemployment is rising, passing
above 10% since the end of 2014. This
figure may seem not very high, but it
does not reflect reality because much of
theworkforceisemployedinthe«infor-
mal» sector; if this sector is mostly pre-
dominantinagriculture(90% of jobsare
informal), itiswidespreadinall branches
of the economy; in industry, according
to official statistics (Turkstat), nearly a
third of all jobs are informal, and this

(Continued on page 4)
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Turkey: It is not elections and calls for
peace, but the class war which alone
can put an end to exploitation,
oppression and repression!

(Continuationfrompage3)

percentage is much higher in the textile
industry.

The proletarianswho haveinformal
jobshavevirtually nosocial protection,
they receivelower salariesandthey can
be laid off practically overnight. Em-
ployees usually work in small or very
small firmsthat make up themajority of
the country’ sbusinesses (55% of work-
ers are employed in businesses with
fewer than 10 employees), they bear the
brunt of all of the economic uncertain-
ties of which these companies are the
firstvictims.

Generally Turkish salariesarelow,
including in the formal sector and in
large companies. The average salary
wasestimated at 590 eurosper monthin
2014 (compared to 2597 in the United
Kingdom, 2220inFrance, 1615inSpain,
1092inGreece). Theminimumwagehas
beenset for 2015 at 424 eurosper month
(itis1458inFrance, 757inSpain, 684in
Greece), but this is the gross salary;
take-home pay is lower by about 30%
due to the amount gobbled up by social
charges; but on top of thisasignificant
portion of workers are paid below the
minimum wage: over 16% of men and
over 25% of women puttinginanormal
working day (at least 8 hours) receivea
salary 30% lower on average than the
net minimumwage!

The working day is very long: the
legal workingtimeis45 hours per week,
but in 2011 more than 6 million people
(morethan 40% of theworkforce) worked
from 50 to 70 hours or more. Although
the employment of children under 14 is
prohibited,in2012therewerea most 300
000 children6-14 yearsworking, particu-
larlyinagriculturewhereat harvesttime
children10yearsoldwork upto11 hours
aday. But even in industry those under
the age of 18 are numerous: the propor-
tion of those 14-18 years old has even
increasedfrom 16%to 28%between 1994
and 2006. Accordingtothelnternational
Labor Organization (ILO, UN organiza-
tion), the averageworking hours of chil-
drenisamong the highest intheworld at
51 hours a week on average. Conse-
quently, thenumber of childrenkilledin
theworkplacewas38in 2012.

Moreover, Turkey is the leading
country in Europe for the number of
work-place accidents, third worldwide,
after Algeriaand El Salvador, according
tothelLO: onaveragethreeworkersare

killed and 172 are injured every day.
Miners are the most numerous among
thevictimsof Turkishcapitalismbetween
1955 and 2012, more than 3,000 miners
died and over 360,000 wereinjured.

InMay 2014 anexplosionataminein
Somaleft 301 dead. Following thistrag-
edy, clashes occurred in the city, espe-
cially when 10,000 demonstrators pro-
testing against the lack of safety meas-
ures in the mine chanting «Erdogan re-
sign!» clashed with police forces; the
Ministry of Labor had stated that a re-
cent inspection tour had found every-
thinginorder... A year later ninesurviv-
ing children have been indicted by the
court for having organized aprotest and
theblocking of aroad inviolation of the
law; they face up to six yearsin prison...

Intotal in2014therewere 1886 deaths
in accidents at work, and these figures
areofficial figureswhich probably leave
out many of theaccidentsintheinformal
sector. They call themaccidents, butitis
rather areal bloody classwar waged by
the capitalists against the workers!

Inherited from the military regime,
anti-strike laws are still in force; they
enabled the suspension for 60 days of a
strike by steelworkers at the beginning
of thisyear and a strike in the ceramics
industry inJune, inthenameof «national
security»...

Butthisanti-worker legidation could
not prevent the wave of wildcat strikes
that hit the automobile industry in May
and that originated inthe Bursaagglom-
eration. The movement was started at
the Renault plant by agitation against
the collective contract signed by the
officia unionTurk Metal andforanalign-
ment with the contract signed at Bosch
(a20%wageincrease) after afew daysof
striking; thugs of thisyellow unionwent
sofar astoattack agathering of workers,
provoking the wrath of all workers.

Starting off from Renault, the strike
spread to other automotive companies
and other cities; Fiat, Ford, Tofas, Valeo,
etc., morethan 15,000 workerscameinto
struggle despite the opposition of Turk
Metal and the agitation even won over
other sectors. Despite threats and re-
pression (47 workers arrested by police
and hauled up to justice for organizing
anillegal strike), theworkersstood firm
andfinally with thethreat of widespread
conflict, the bosses and the government
yielded. After 2 weeks of striking, Re-
nault workers obtained wage increases,
the abandonment of prosecutions, and

especially theright to join the union of
their choice. A vivid demonstration that
resolute workers’ struggleis capable of
facing down the capitalists and their
State, as repressive as it might bel
Thegrowing economicdifficultiesin
Turkey arefelt not only by the proletar-
iat, but also by large sectors of the pop-
ulation, even with real estate specula-
tion in full swing and corruption scan-
dals spilling over on to the president’s
family. Thisiswhat explainstheimpor-
tance assumed in 2013 by the protests
againgt the products of destruction of
Gezi Parkin|stanbul: thismovement, of
aclearly petty-bourgeoisorientation has
been able to garner hundreds of thou-
sands of people throughout the country
like the «outraged» movement that took
place in many countries. The HDP has
undoubtedly managed to capitalizeel ec-
torally on some of this discontent.

THE KURDISH QUESTION

The Kurdish question is an impor-
tant factor in domestic politics but also
outside Turkey. Always suspected of
separatism, subject to political and so-
cial discriminationreinforced by themil-
itary after the 1980 coup, according to
estimates the Kurds constitute 15-20%
of the population of the country. The
Kurdish regions are the poorest and
|east economically developedin Turkey,
causing a strong emigration to other
regionsand abroad: animportant part of
the Turkish proletariat, including those
emigrating to Europe are Kurds. The
«Kurdish question» has become a cen-
tral question of the proletarian struggle:
theresolute struggle against all discrim-
inations and repressions against Kurds,
for thefull equality of rights, isessential
toweldtheranksof theTurkishproletar-
iat. For their part the bourgeoisobvious-
lyinflamedivisions, sparkingandfueling
nationalism and patriotism and leading
repeated Turkish campaignsagai nst «ter-
rorismy», to weaken theworking classby
creating a gap between Kurdish and
non-Kurdish proletarians.

Based on the real national oppres-
sion of the Kurds, the PKK began a
guerrillacampaignin 1984 for theinde-
pendence of theregion. Theconflict has
resulted in tens of thousands of deaths;
more than 3,000 villages have been de-
stroyed by the army, causing, according
toofficial figures, the «displacement» of
more than 375,000 people driven from
their homes and reduced to the status of
homeless. This brutal and constant re-
pression by thepolice, military and judg-
esagainst any Kurdish expression, even
the most reformist, pushed many Kurds
to sympathize with the PKK.

Although it calls itself a workers
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party and claims to want socialism, the
PKK embodies a bourgeois nationalist
response to oppression, which had been
aggravated by the1980 coup. Its«social-
ism»wasaversionof thestatecapitalism
existingin Chinaor the USSR, andfor a
time it sought support from Moscow;
but after the fall of the USSR, the PKK
soon abandoned its pseudo-socialist
discoursetoswear itsrespect for Islamic
values.

Thenit barteredthedemandfor inde-
pendencedowntothat of asimpleauton-
omy of theKurdishregionsin Turkey as
part of a cantonal organization of the
country: the «democratic confederal-
ism»; a pure bourgeois perspective!

Breaking with the usual policy of
Turkish governments, and despite the
hostility of nationalist circles, the mili-
tary and even some of his supporters,
the AKP ended some discrimination
against the Kurds and the police and
judicial harassment whichwerecommon
before; it entered into negotiations with
the PKK which, despite not having
reached afinal agreement, had ledtothe
end of guerrillaactions.

But in recent months the Erdogan
government had again taken up the tra-
ditional anti-Kurdish rhetoric. Thiswas
not for electoral considerations, because
the AKP haslost its Kurdish supporters
in this affair without gaining nationalist
voters.

In reality what the Turkish ruling
class fears most is any creation of an
autonomous Kurdish state entity on
the Syrian border because it might fuel
separatist outbreaks among the disin-
herited Kurdish masses of Turkey. The
defense not only of the unity of the
country, but above all of the undis-
turbed rule of capitalist order not only
inthepoor southern peripheral regions,
but in the big cities and factories of
Anatolia or the Bosporus, requires, in
the Turkish bourgeoisview, that Syrian
Kurdsfail to conquer actual or juridical
independence.

That iswhy the Turkish government
did everythingit could toleave Kurdish
fighters of the YPG (related PKK) in
Kobani isolated against those of the
Islamic State(1S), thusbloodily repress-
ing solidarity demonstrati onsin October
2014 (more than 30 dead). It has long
refused to engage militarily against the
ISand whenitfinally officially resolved
to do so under US pressure and author-
ized theuseof itsairfieldsby theanti-1S
codlition it actually directed most of its
strikesagainst PKK positionsinlragand
Turkey, alsoin Syria.

AccordingtotheTurkishauthorities
by mid-October the balance sheet of the
resumption of fighting with the PKK in
July resultedin over 150 dead amongthe

policeand military, whilemorethan 2,000
«errorists» werekilled.

THE HDP, TURKISH SYRIZA

TheHDP (People sDemocratic Par-
ty) is a party of mainly Kurdish origin,
closetothe PKK, often described asthe
legal front of the party. But in fact it
gatherswithinitself varioussmall groups
and leftist parties, environmentalists,
Maoists, Trotskyists, etc. whichallowed
it to have anational audience and made
for comparisons with the Greek Syriza
party. Garnering 13% of thevotein par-
liamentary electionsinJuneitforthefirst
time crossed the 10% barrier, which al-
lowed it obtain parliamentary deputies
(80). TheEuropean «eft of thel eft»hailed
theel ectoral successwithamostasmuch
enthusiasmasit had donefor theelector-
al victoriesof Syriza...

The HDP practices a strict parity
and quota policy: it has two «co-presi-
dents», aman and a woman, its candi-
datesfor election are50% maleand 50%
female, andit reserves10% of itscandi-
datepositionsfor LGBT people(Leshi-
an, Gay, Bi and Trans-sexual). It does
not hesitate to speak of self-manage-
ment, the fight against the exploitation
of workersand to sometimesmakeanti-
capitalist speeches, etc...

But it's basically an inter-classist,
reformist party. Officially associated with
the «Party of European Socialists» (a
grouping of Social DemocraticMEPs), it
wants to democratize Turkey by intro-
ducing a new constitution that would
guarantee the rights of minorities. The
HDPhasserved asanintermediaryinthe
negotiationsthat took placein 2013 be-
tweenthe PKK and thegovernment, and
it haslong believed in the possibility of
resuming negotiations. Therefore, even
though the government had resumed the
war with the PKK, and the AKP and
Erdogan has multiplied the denuncia-
tions of «Kurdish terrorism,» with the
PrimeM inister openly accusingtheHDP
of complicity, and athough it had de-
nounced the «criminal actions of the
AKP», the HDP did not hesitate to enter
the interim government formed by the
AKP to run the country until new elec-
tions!

Thisdoesnot spareit fromtheaccu-
sations of media close to the AKP and
Erdogan himself of supporting terror-
ism, nor has it avoided the attacks
against its public meeting places; its
ministers and deputies were prevented
by policefromvisiting thetownof Cizre
subject toamilitary blockade, etc. Cor-
nered in an increasingly untenable po-
sition, the HDP was finally forced to
withdraw from the government, just
weeks after its formation.

This experience speaks volumes
about what can be expected from this
party, not only by the workers, but the
poor massesingeneral, including Kurds:
justlikeSyrizaandlikeall reformist par-
ties, the HDP can ultimately only pros-
trateitself to bourgeois demands and to
defend national capitalism.

Thereformist, collaborationist par-
ties, who have only the watchwords of
peace and democracy on their lips, are
adversaries of proletarian emancipa-
tion; they are not on the workers’ side,
but on the side of the exploiters even
when they are the target of reactionary
bourgeois forces asin Chile yesterday
or today in Turkey. The proletarians
cannot rely on these false friends who
always betray to defend them. In Tur-
key as elsewhere, they can only rely on
their own class struggle, on their inde-
pendent class organization in terms of
the immediate defense struggle aswell
ason the political level.

Thesituationof Turkishproletariatis
not easy, they are confronted with a
particularly brutal state, whichto ensure
the smooth functioning of capitalism,
usesall means, legal andillegal, passing
aternately andin parallel fromthedem-
ocratic method to thedictatorial method
of government.

The horrible massacre of Ankara,
coming after previousattacksand atroc-
ities, again demonstrates that calls for
peace are only window dressing and the
electoral circusadeadly impasse. Faced
withthecontradictionsthat rend capital -
ist Turkey and, toanevengreater degree,
the neighboring Middle Eastern coun-
tries, if they do not want to remain the
eternal victimsof thecapitalistsand their
State, the workers have no other choice
but to fight, and on anindependent class
basis.

Faced with the social war carried on
by the bourgeois, they will need to en-
gage, under theleadership of their inter-
nationalist and international classparty,
the class war against capitalism that,
overcoming all ethnic, religiousand na-
tional divisions, goes beyond national
borders to engulf the entire region.

The social weight that the very de-
velopment of capitalismin recent years
hasgiventheproletariat of Turkeyisthe
guarantee that it has the potential
strength to accomplish this great future
task, in conjunction with the proletari-
ans of al countries.

Down with capitalism!
Long live the class war!
Long live the interna-
tional communist revolu-
tion!

10/18/2015
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fell back into recession (-1.6% per annum), dueto the decline
of the domestic market and declining exports.

European countries have benefited, as did the United
States, inthefall in prices of raw materials, but also interms
of the countries of the euro area, the so-called policy of
«quantitative easing» of the Bank European Central Bank.
But despite this tremendous shot in the arm, the European
economies remain anemic. The latest available figures (for
July) show a decrease (of course «unexpected» for econo-
mists!) of industrial production in Germany, France and Great
Britain.

But it is in the so-called «emerging» countries that the
situation is really bad.

In Russia, alarge oil exporter and gas, the recession that
was already present at the end of last year, has accentuated
in recent months: the second quarter 2015 GDPwasdown 4.5
% (per annum). The government managed to stop the fall of
theruble, but it has not been able to contain inflation, which
reached 15.8% (annually) in August.

In Brazil, the recession is the primary cause of the seri-
ous political crisis that has caused governmental quasi-
paralysis: hundreds of thousands of people, mostly belong-
ing to the petty-bourgeois strata threatened with poverty by
the crisis, demonstrated demanding the resignation of Pres-
ident Dilma Rousseff. Economic experts from the Brazilian

Central Bank believe that the declinein GDP should be 2%
thisyear and inflation at 9%. But thereal figures are likely
to be worse; this is what probably motivated the rating
agencies that have relegated Brazilian long-term loans to
the rank of «junk bonds».

And following the Brazilian giant, the whole of South
Americais about to enter a recession, not only Venezuela
and Argentina which are already experiencing a marked
economic crisis; according to areport by ECLAC ( Econom-
ic Commission For Latin America and Caribbean) in July,
the whole continent was struck by the economic «slow-
down.

We have left China for the last; there the economic
downturn is denied by the government which states that
the economy will grow at arate of 7% thisyear. Journal-
ists who dare to say or write otherwise are dragged in
front of the courts for «spreading false news» or forced
into humiliating self-criticisms on public television. But
the reality isthere and it is this which explains the fall in
the Shanghai and Shenzhen stock exchanges, as well as
the surprise devaluation of the Chinese currency that
caused a wave of panic this summer in global stock mar-
kets. Despitethe opacity of official statistics, several clues
hint that the Chinese economy is falling back: lower pro-
duction of steel, cement, lower power outputs, lower im-
ports and exports, etc.

Global capitalism is thus moving towards a new global
economic crisis. Thismeansthat the proletarianswill inev-
itably face arepetition of capitalist attacks. They will have
to answer in all countries by the only means at their dispos-
al: the generalized class struggle against capitalism!

Nearly 7 years after the economic
crisis that broke out in 2008, storm
clouds are gathering again in the capi-
talist skies. While the famous econom-
ic recovery after that crisis has been
anything but flamboyant, major inter-
national economic institutions (IMF,
OECD, etc.) from the end of last sum-
mer, continue to revise their «predic-
tions» for growth for 2015 downward,
even starting to talk about the risk of
relapse of the global economy into cri-
sis, but believe this an unlikely event.

Other smaller organizations not
subject to the requirement of not dam-
aging the «confidence» of the «eco-
nomic operators» in the good health of
the global economy or by diplomatic
concerns, are more pessimistic; a cer-
tain Institute for economic forecasting
has even calculated therisk of aplunge
into a new global recession in 2015 at
65% (1) —while the IMF estimated the
probability of arecession at only 40%,
and thisonly in the euro zone (2).

Thesefigures make one smile. Bour-
geois economists are unable to under-
stand and therefore to predict the func-
tioning of the capitalist economy. De-
spite the continuing avalanche of fig-
ures and statistics, al the economic
crises that have occurred, beginning
with the last, took them by surprise...
Therefore we accord no more confi-

* * *

dence to those institutions that con-
stantly affirm that everything will im-
prove, as we do to those much less
numerous economists who have spe-
cialized in the darkest forecasts. But
the institutes and other economic or-
ganizations have the capacity — thisis
why they were created! — to register
economic evolution.

SLOWDOWN OF
THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

And in the last months they report
an international economic slowdown,
although this slowdown is variable ac-
cording to the country and regions. It
is the sharpest in Japan, which is the
second capitalist country in the world
(evenif only quantitatively, China, gi-
gantic but backwardsfrom the point of
view of capitalist development, isover-
taking it) entered into recession since
last spring; and figures published in
early December indicate that this re-
cession is deepening: GDP (GrossDo-
mestic Product) declined by an almost
2% annual rate in the third quarter,
while the declinewas only 1.8% in the
second. The famous New Economic
Policy of Prime Minister Abe («Abe-
nomics»), which was supposed to lift
Japan out of the doldrums (since 2008
the country has not seen any real re-

turnto growth), hasclearly failed. This
decline of the Japanese economy is
attributed to the weakness of the inter-
nal market and, despite the decline in
the yen, and to sluggish exports «be-
cause of the stagnation of world
trade» (3).

DOWNTURN IN EUROPE

The second weak point in theinter-
national economy isthe European Un-
ion (and in particular the euro zone),
which taken alone constitutesthe larg-
est global market. The GDPinthe area
fell in 2012, before resuming laborious-
ly in 2013. A slowdown became no-
ticeable early in 2014, before growth
registered a sudden halt in the second
quarter. But in reality the situation in
Europe is more complex, depending on
the country. We have on one side
Great Britain, which has not adopted
the common currency, not only be-
cause its economic and financial ties
with the United States are still very
strong, but also for fear of diluting the
financial center of London inthe Euro-
pean ensemble with the renunciation
of the pound. It is experiencing signif-
icant growth, parallel to that of the
United States; while in the Euro area,
Germany which saw a sharp slow-down
(even experiencing adeclineinits GDP
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in the second quarter of 2014) emerged
from the crisis of 2008 with renewed
strength: it has practically eliminated
its budget deficit, it continues to have
atrade surplus, and it has significantly
reduced itsdebt: thisputsitinastrong
position to demand that its partners
«clean up» their economies. For now
Germany has officially escaped there-
cession, aswell as France where how-
ever GDP growth islittle or none. By
contrast Italy, the third-largest econo-
my in the euro zone, experienced its
third successive year of recession.

Because of divergent economic de-
velopments in the different countries
that make up the euro zone, the eco-
nomic crisis has led to considerable
tension within it, to the point of mo-
mentarily leaving doubt as to its via-
bility. In addition to the case of the
Greece, the crisis has had the highest
negative consequences on Portugal,
Ireland and Spain, which have had to
rely on the so-called «troika» (IMF,
European Central Bank and European
Commission) for «rescue» plans con-
sisting of austerity measures, social
cuts, liquidation of unprofitable sec-
tors to restore their accounts, in re-
turn for loanswith (relatively) low in-
terest rates.

Economists and European politi-
cal leaders put forward the Spanish
case as the demonstration that «aus-
terity works»: the country has indeed
resumed growth (as has Ireland), un-
like Greece where particularly harsh
austerity there has not produced
«positive» results. But this growth
isrelative, Spainisstill far from hav-
ing recovered economically to pre-
crisis levels; and above all the price
paid by the masses in general and
the proletariansin particular in terms
of unemployment and falling wages,
poverty and insecurity, is obviously
not taken into account!

FRANCE AND ITALY

In addition to these countries, the
economic situation in France and Italy,
respectively the second and third econ-
omiesin the euro zone, is raising con-
cerns among international capitalists
(which caused the lowering of their
«credit rating» by international «rat-
ing» agencies carrying out analyses of
the economic risk of individual econo-
mies). Despite the optimistic rhetoric
of the government, the French econo-
my is stagnant; it continues to lose
market share to its competitors and it
isunableto reduceitstrade deficit, its
budget deficit or public debt.

Despite the important pro-business
steps already taken, both German offi-

cials, the European Commission and
the MEDEF (the employers organiza-
tion) asked the French government to
implement its commitments in budget
measures and engage more decisively
in «reforms» (read: anti-worker at-
tacks), savings (read: reduction in pub-
lic spending, especially pensions, un-
employment benefits, etc.) and auster-
ity. The Hollande government is not
opposed in principle, no doubt, but it
knows that too powerful austerity
measures would lead to open reces-
sion. Itisalso concerned that too harsh
anti-worker attacks might lead to pro-
| etarian reactions which would be diffi-
cult to control.

Thingsare similar for Italy; but the
difference is that if the «sovereign
debt» is significantly higher (equiva-
lent to 135% of GDP, against 96% for
France), which imposes a heavier bur-
den on the budget, Italian industry,
more powerful and dynamic than the
French, allows the country to main-
tain and increase its exports, produc-
ing a trade surplus and therefore
budget revenues.

But given the weakness of the do-
mestic market, the relatively strong
performance of exportsfor the Italian
economy (goods and services) is not
enough to save it from recession. It's
the reason why the Renzi government,
while pursuing an anti-social policy,
including in the labor market (the
«Jobs Act»), also hesitates to reduce
indebtedness; to engage in brutal
austerity measures that would have a
negative effect on economic activity.
Like the French Government it pleads
for a European economic recovery ef-
fort; of which there are many, like the
latest, the so-called «Junker plan»,
that is, for a miraculous return of
«growth»: the Junker plan is really
just so much eye-wash.

SLOWDOWN OF
THE «<EMERGING» COUNTRIES

The so-called «emerging» countries
(using today’ sfashionablejargon), are
large formerly underdeveloped coun-
tries, which in recent years have expe-
rienced rapid development and growth.
Thereisnothing surprising in this phe-
nomenon that has been common to all
countries, while it was once presented
as a demonstration of the «socialist»
nature of the USSR and other State
capitalist countries: our party devoted
many studies to show that these high
«Stalinist» growth rates, had once
characterized the economy of Japan or
the United States...! Once arriving at
maturity, the developed capitalist
economies experience slower growth

rates, even though there are huge mass-
es of capital that are involved in each
production cycle.

At the top of the list of the emerg-
ing countries are; Brazil, Russia, India,
and China (the so-called «BRIC»
group), Russia, the former second
world power, having been reduced to
the level of the emerging countries af-
ter the disintegration of the USSR.

If the statistics indicate that India
is still growing, this growth is experi-
encing a particularly severe downturn
(growth is half of that before the cri-
sis): around 4.5%, its lowest growth
rate since the beginning of this centu-
ry. The new government of the reac-
tionary Modi, is attempting to revive
growth through measures of economic
liberalization (which lead to major
strikes in the coal industry), while its
secret services released a report that
attributed the economic difficulties to
environmental organizations funded
from abroad (4)!

Brazil, by contrast, isclearly in re-
cession now; it isthe same with a Rus-
sia hit hard by falling pricesin oil (of
which in 2013 it was probably the larg-
est global producer) and also, though

(Continued on page8)
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not as severely, by Western sanctions
over the Ukraine; Russia should expe-
rience a deep recession, minus 4%
growth, according to official forecasts,
and probably more in reality. The col-
lapse of theruble, paralel tothat of ail,
also risks serious damage to Russian
financial institutions.

Chinais experiencing a sharp eco-
nomic slowdown. Beijing authorities
had predicted that the country would
reach 7.5% growth in 2014 and indeed
official figures released at the end of
last year were almost at thislevel: 7.3%
(which would still the lowest figurein
24 years!). But in general China spe-
cialists are rather skeptical about the
reality of official figures and if some
believe there is already zero growth,
more and more people are expecting a
«brutal» slowdown in China s econo-
my thisyear, if only because of therisk
of the gigantic housing bubble burst-
ing (5). Already the government has
been forced to come to the aid of some
banks, while the Shanghai stock mar-
ket has plunged...

Whatever the cause, the slowing-
down of the Chinese economy, the
world’ s largest exporter, isthe logical
consequence of the weakness of the
international market. Indeed its domes-
tic market isstill too little developed to
absorb the goods that it produces and
overproduction is evident in most of
theindustrial sectors aswell asinreal
estate. It cannot therefore in any way
serve as a locomotive for the world
economy, which used to be stated re-
peatedly not so long ago...

DRUGGED AMERICAN GROWTH

Compared to that of the countries
that we have reviewed so far, the situ-
ation of the United States seems bril-
liant. Bourgeois commentators contin-
ue to point towards the sound example
of the homeland of economic liberal-
ism, as against a «sclerotic» Europe
where the workers stubbornly oppose
«reforms» that too soft politicians lack
the courage to impose: liberalize the
labor market, remove the social meas-
uresthat impede entrepreneurship, and
the economy will recover just as in
Americal This refrain is sung to the
proletarians in all the languages of
Europe (and outside Europe).

It is undeniable that the United
States is experiencing growth that is
the envy of the other major countries.

The latest published statistics indicate
that in third quarter of 2014, the rate of
growth of the GDP had been the high-
est since 2003 and the unemployment
rate had continued to fall (5.6% in De-
cember, the lowest level since June
2008): the United States has created
nearly 3 million jobs in 2014 (6); the
budget deficit fell below 3% of GDP,
the trade deficit was slightly reduced
(US trade has been in deficit since
1976), industrial production, uniquely
among the states of the «G7» has ex-
ceeded the pre-crisis level (helped by
the boom in shale gas), profits remain
high. Doesthe United Statesthen qual-
ify as the much sought-after engine of
the global economy?

Thisisnot the opinion of theWorld
Bank; in its forecasts published at the
beginning of thisyear, while not speak-
ing of recession, it still lowersitsfore-
cast of international growth, which, ac-
cording to its report, is facing «major
risks»; it estimatesthat the global econ-
omy is functioning on a single engine,
the U.S. engine, which is fraught with
dangers(7).

Some economists make a parallel
with the beginning of this century,
where therest of the world was already
in recession or severe slowdown while
the United States, driven by the boom
of «new technologies» and the inter-
net, ignoring this situation, seemed to
head towards growth records. We now
know better: what occurred instead was
the collapse of the stock market «bub-
ble» in 2001 and their ensuing plunge
into recession which they only came
out of by widespread use of the «cred-
it economy» and military expenditures
of the warsin Iraq and Afghanistan.
The 2008 crisis broke out in full force
when the most «risky» credits (the fa-
mous «subprimes») could not be re-
paid given the new economic slowdown
in the United States, resulting in the
collapse of banks and financial institu-
tions that had issued them on a large
scale.

It took massive State intervention
to first stop the financial system from
collapsing and then to restart the econ-
omy by increasing public debt; this
debt has reached new peacetime highs,
but with mixed results, including in the
United States. The former head of the
Fed (the Federal Reserve, the US Cen-
tral Bank), Alan Greenspan, an astute
observer if there is any, thinks that if
«the United States are better off than
the rest of the world», «our economy
still idling «(8). And infact, US growth
was directly dependent on the injec-
tion of hundreds of billions of dollars
into the economy by the Fed (the poli-
cy of so-called «quantitative easing»,

which amounts to printing money and
bringing down interest ratesto zero or
almost zero).

Thisliquidity would be used to stim-
ulate economic recovery by making
even more credit available—actually it
isestimated for exampl e that the recov-
ery in the US auto market is linked to
widespread loans at very low interest
ratesto buyers, including «risky» loans
of the «subprime» style; but as the
engorgement of the markets made it
difficult to find profitable investment
opportunities in the so-called «real
economy», it was also used to power
various speculations and the artificial
growth of the stock market that threat-
en to lead one day or another to a
crash. As Marx wrote, «the credit sys-
tem can figure as the main lever of
over-production and commercial su-
perspeculation» because it tends to
maximize the reproduction of capital;
accelerating the material development
of the productive forces, «credit at
the same time accelerates violent ex-
plosions [«of the contradictory nature
of capitalist production»], crises and
thus the elements that dissol ve the old
mode of production» (9).

The total debt of the United
Stateswas 1.9 times GDP in 1980 (on
the eve of the 1981-82 crisis) and has
increased sharply since; it was 4.6
times GDPin 2007 and today itis5.2
times greater than GDP (10): the fig-
ures show that the massive use of
debt is key to the economy’s growth
which threatens to fall into acomaif
the dose of this drug is restricted.
But living on credit, it becomes more
fragile and proneto crisis...

FREEFALL OF OIL PRICES

But perhaps some might object that
thedrop inthe price of ail isvery good
news for real economic growth in the
world! Thisis certainly what political
leaders and all the economists tell us,
even going as far as calculating the
additional percentage pointsof growth
entrained by thefall inthe price of ail.
Certainly adrop in the value of the raw
materials it uses, allows the capitalist
enterprise to reduce its production
costs and therefore either increase its
rate of profit, or to lower its pricesin
order to conquer new markets. And in
one case as in the other to regain
health.

Butinreality thisveritable collapse
in oil prices (nearly a 50% decline at
the end of 2014 when compared to sum-
mer of the same year) isaconsequence
of the global economic downturn; and
therefore the short-term economic
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gainswill be offset by the new crisisit
foretells. Indeed, contrary to some as-
sertions, the declinein oil pricesis not
caused by the will of the Saudis, sup-
posedly to fight against the new US
shale gas producersor, under US pres-
sure, to destabilize Russia, Venezuela
or Iran, but by overproduction and fall-
ing demand.

And besides it is not only oil that
has fallen, but a series of raw materi-
als, iron ore having experienced the
biggest drop, greater than that of oil,
like coal, copper and other metals, and
agricultural commodities such as rub-
ber, cotton, sugar, cereals, etc. (11).
Countries producing these commodi-
tiesand especially oil-producing coun-
tries for whom it is often their main
export resource end up in big trouble.
V enezuel a, which has the most signif-
icant proven resources in the world,
is on the verge of default; its presi-
dent has made, without success, atour
of the producer countries to try to cut
back production until oil once again
reaches the $100 price necessary not
to balance the budget (for that the
price would need to reach $160!), but
to alow it to honor itsfinancial com-
mitments without difficulty. However,
experts now believe that in 2105 the
average price will remain around 50
dollars! Similarly Iran would need a
$130 price, Irag $114, and Russia$110
to balance their budgets (12)...

FEAR OF DEFLATION,
FEAR OF CRISIS

A new threat haunts European lead-
ers: that of deflation, which isthe low-
ering of prices. The drop in commodity
prices strikes directly at the capital-
ists, while it reduces the cost of living
for the workers. Any major economic
crisis sees the emergence of deflation
because in order to dispose of the
goods they can no longer sell, capital-
ists are forced to lower their prices,
cutting down on their profits, the in-
dispensable factor of the capitalist cy-
cle: fear of deflation istherefore noth-
ing other than the fear of the crisis of
overproduction. To ward this off the
European Central Bank will fully em-
brace the road followed by the Ameri-
cans, along which until now it had only
taken a few steps. quantitative eas-
ing, the creation of cash to make even
more credit accessible and to lower the
value of the euro, making European
goods less expensive than those of
their competitors. Faced with this pros-
pect the Swiss National Bank decided
unexpectedly on Jan. 15 to abandon its
policy of aratefloor for the Swissfranc
against the euro, running the risk of

plunging the economy into recession
and, inthe meantime, risking triggering
a storm in the foreign exchange mar-
kets: within moments the value of the
Swiss franc rose by 30% compared to
the euro. The SNB was the world’s
biggest buyer of euros, probably fol-
lowed by the Central Bank of Japan.
The Japanese, who are also facing de-
flation, have already taken various
measures to reduce the value of their
currency; this means that we are head-
ing towards an exasperation of compe-
tition in a global market already over-
burdened by overproduction, of which
a currency war could be one of the
most spectacular manifestations. Ko-
reathus became one of thefirst victims
of the weaker yen, causing it to lose
market share as against Japan in vari-
ous sectors.

ATTACKS AGAINST
THE PROLETARIAT

The 2008 crisisresulted in a sharp
deterioration of the conditions of the
proletariat in the developed capitalist
countries. First, of course, camerising
unemployment due to bankruptcies
and business closures aswell as of the

«restructuring» variety. The unemploy-
ment rate varies from country to coun-
try; the figures given by the Eurostat
agency earlier this year indicated an
unemployment rate of 25.7% for Greece,
23.9% in Spain, 13.9% in Portugal,
13.4% for Italy, 10.3% in France,
against only 5% for Germany, 5.9%in
Britain (September figures) and 5.8%
for the United States.

Looking more closely, we find that
much of the decline in unemployment
in Britain isdueto the «zero hour con-
tracts»: under this type of contract
workers are not registered as unem-
ployed but have no guarantee of work
in the month, they have no minimum
wage, no sick pay or holiday pay and
may not work for another employer,
they are bound hand and foot to their
boss! The number of workers under
this type of contract has increased by
137% from 2012 to 2013, there were
about 1,400,000 in early 2014; almost
half the companieswith more than 250
people have had recourse to these
«contracts» (13).

Similar situationsareto befoundin
other countriesin (e.g. in Germany, with

(Continued on page10)

Irresistible
Indebtedness

The debt of various countries in
the world has increased significantly
since the crisis of 2008. In relation to
GDP (which is a convenient measure,
but that says nothing of the real cost
of the debt, that is to say, the resourc-
es required for its repayment), we had
a debt equivalent to 165% of global
GDPin2001; it amounted to 195% of it
in 2008 and isup to 215%today (1): the
drug of credit is always necessary for
the capitalist economy. That is why
the bourgeois leaders strive to provide
easier and cheaper credit (lower inter-
est rates), especially when it comesto
restarting the economy today, the
measures called «quantitative easing»
(monetary easing) mean decreasing in-
terest rates (for banks!) to almost zero:
a quasi-desperate measure to revive
the economic machine...

Usually countries are ranked ac-
cording to their state debt (sovereign
debt), because it isthiswhich isborne
by the state budget (unfortunately the
statistics on this are very hard to find
for large countries) (2), which requires
most of them to resort to international
loans; but if we classify them accord-
ing to their total debt (private debt plus
state debt, households and enterpris-

es, including financial companies), the
most highly indebted economiesin 2013
were as follows (we indicate sovereign
debt in parentheses) ( 1):

Ireland: 1026% (124%)
Netherlands: 636%  (74%)
Japan: 562%  (243%)
Portugal: 507%  (129%)
Britain: 495%  (90%)
Belgium: 408%  (102%)
Sweden: 122%  (41%)
Spain: 39%4%  (94%)
France: 347%  (94%)
USA: 362%  (105%)
Italy: 352%  (133%)
Greece: 317%  (175%)
Canada: 374%  (89%)
Germany: 265%  (78%)

(2) cf: GenevaReportsonthe World
Economy No. 16, September 2014.
WWW. Cpr. org

(2) Although debt increased, due
to lower interest rates on debt service
in France, it rose only enough to com-
prise the second largest expenditure
on the budget for 2015 (11%), it had
ranked as the largest since 2011. The
debt serviceis estimated to be equiva-
lent to about 5% of GDP in Greece,
4.7%inltaly and 3.2% in Spain (source:
Der Spiegel, 02/02/15 and L’'Usine
Nouvelle, 1/30/15)
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odd jobs paying only 450 euros per
month, without pension contributions:
4.8 million workers have only such con-
tractsto live on!).

In the United States, a significant
number of the so-called «discouraged»
unemployed are no longer registered
in unemployment statistics: this
number was estimated at no lessthan 6
million in December! If they were in-
cluded, the US unemployment rate
would be above 9%...

Thewages of workerswho still have
jobs are also targeted. A study by the
International Labor Office, a UN or-
ganization (14), shows that wages in
Greece have declined by almost 25%
from 2007 to 2013! For other countries,
taking 100 asthe base for the year 2007
which preceded the crisis, wages have
decreased by 7% in the UK (a 92.9
level in 2013); in Italy they rested at
94.3, in Spain 96.8, at 98.7 in Japan;
there has been small increases in the
United States (101.4), France (102.3)
and Germany (102.7).

We should immediately clarify that
this is the «average» salary. But wage
disparities have increased after the cri-
sis according to all international sur-
veys; this is particularly the case in
the United States, where the average
industrial wage haslowered over adec-
ade (a 4% decrease in average hourly
earnings between 2003 and 2013). This
means that even when escaping unem-
ployment, the lowest paid part of the
proletariat, (whether composed of wom-
en, minorities such as blacks in the
United States, precariousworkers, etc.)
experienced a serious deterioration in
living conditions, even in the richest
capitalist countries.

This situation is not expected to
change. Indeed the international eco-
nomic institutionswhoseroleisto syn-
thesize capitalist aspirations, such as
the OECD, theWorld Bank or the IMF
call for the accentuation of measures
from the private sector and «reforms»
to reduce «structural constraints «and
«rigidities in the labor market» which
are a «brake on growth»; what this
jargon of the bourgeois economistsre-
ally means, is that it is necessary to
make the proletariat further submit to
capital’s requirements, notably by at-
tacking such «archaisms» asfixed-term
contracts, «too generous» unemploy-
ment benefits, pensions which are too
large and indexed to the cost of living,

early retirement, etc.

In brief: the relapse of the global
economy into a new recession will in-
evitably mean a worsening of attacks
against the proletariat. It will be up to
the proletariat to take in hand the re-
sponse to this uninterrupted hail of
blows that have struck down upon it
for years, through movements dedicat-
ed solely to defend its own interests.

As we said in the conclusion of a
study done by our party after the 1958
recession:

The workers do not have to choose
between a capitalism without crisis
and capitalism in crisis; we have to
fight —and this struggle does not come
into being solely because of the crisis,
but through a political force which
keeps in its vision the dictatorship,
the central point of Marx’s discover-
ies—to put an end to capitalism, with
or without a crisis, whether in infla-
tion or in deflation (15)

Only a return to the independent
class struggle carried out by proletari-
an organizations and led by the class
party will be able to break the infernal
cycle of capitalism which, from crisis
to crisis, sows wars and destruction of
all types on the planet, leading inexo-
rably toward athird world war.

(2) http://www.lesoir.be/712672/arti-
cle/feconomie/2014-11-20/une-reces-
sion-mondiae-65-risque. What's inter-
esting about these kind of pseudo-sci-
entific «predictions» isto show the grow-
ing concern in certain bourgeois circles.

(2) «World Economic Outlook», Oc-
tober 2014. http://www.imf.org/external/
french/pubs/ft/weo/2014/02/pdf/
textf.pdf

(3) Eco Perspectives, BNP Paribas,
4th Quarter 2014.

(4)http://www.novethic.fr/empre-
inte-sociale/droits-humains/isr-rse/
inde-les-ong-accusees-de-casser-la-cr-
oissance-142649.html

(5)http://www.boursorama.com/ac-
tualites/vers-un-ral entissement-brutal -
de-l-economie-chinoise-en-2015—par-
jean-luc-buchal et-cercle-des-anal ystes-
independants

(6) BBC, 1/11-12//2015

(7)http://www.worldbank.org/en/
news/press-release/2015/01/13/gl obal -
economic-prospects-improve-2015-di-
vergent-trends-pose-downside-risks

(8)http://www.bloomberg.com/
news/2014-12-30/greenspan-throws-a-
wet-blanket-on-hopes-for-u-s-growth-
breakout.html

(9) Marx, Capital, Book 111, ch 37. Ed.
Sociales 1976 p. 412-413.

(10)http://criseusa.blog.lemonde.fr/
2014/05/28/endettement-et-croissance-

aux-usa-les-illusions-keynesi ennes-
2eme-partie/

(11) Les Echos, 12/30/2014

(12) Financial Times, 11/09/2014.
The extraction of oil from Canadian tar
sands are profitable at $ 100 a barrel, the
deepwater well (Angola, Brazil, Norway,
Great Britain) at $ 80; regarding US oil
shale gas production costs would range
from 40 to 115 dollars a barrel. Conse-
quently the oil industry has strongly
decreased its investments and proceed-
ed to thousands of layoffs.

(13)http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/
Imac/contracts-with-no-guaranteed-
hours/zero-hours-contracts/art-zero-
hours.html#tab-4—How-many-no-guar-
anteed-hours-contracts—NGHCs

(14) ILO, «Globa Wage Report 2014-
2105», p.7

(15) Il Programma Comunista No. 9/
1958

Unemployment rate
(December 2014)

According to the EU statistical of-
fice Eurostat, there were, at the end of
2014, 24 million unemployed in the Eu-
ropean Union (of which 18 million were
in the euro zone proper).

Here we examine, for some of these
countries and for the United States,
Canada, Japan and Brazil, the unem-
ployment rate of the active labor force
in general, and for the European coun-
tries, those under the age of 25 as
well:

Germany: 4.8%, 7.2%
Belgum: 84% 21.9%
Spain:  23.7%, 51.4%
France: 10.3%, 252%
Greece:  25.8%, 50.6% (October)

Ireland: 135%, 21.6%

Italy: 12.9%, 42%

Poland: 8%, 226%
Portugal: 134%, 34.5%

Britain:  59%  16.7% (October)
us 5.6%

Canada: 6.7%

Japan:  34%

Brezil:  4.3%

It should be noted that the unem-
ployment statistics in Japan are very
controversia becauseof themethod used
and some experts believe it would be
necessary to at least double the official
figure to make avalid comparison with
other countries. Similarly, inBrazil many
unemployed are not counted, and the
real unemployment rate is probably at
least double the official rate. We have
not reported the official Chinese rate
which has the bureaucratic characteris-
tic of being invariable!
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The slaughter of the migrants drowned
in the Mediterranean continues!

Another terrible demonstration that bourgeois
governments, whether democratic or authoritarian,
can never address the causes of these tragedies.

It iIs capitalism that we must drown!

(Continuationfrompagel)

protesters beaten or killed, ships adrift
with their cargo of people, most of
whom are not even able to swim.

Thus, Sunday, April 9 a boat
which had embarked from the Egyp-
tian coast and containing more than
1,000 migrants sank off Libya: 28
passengers were rescued and 24
bodies were found; as to the 950
others they disappeared without a
trace! A merchant ship had ap-
proached the boat to come to its aid,
when migrants are said to have
moved en masse to one side, caus-
ing it to capsize; in addition to those
on the deck the ship consisted of
two more covered decks where pas-
sengers crammed by traffickers were
locked on to keep them from going
up on deck: in a moment’s time the
boat turned into a giant coffin!

These deaths are part of a long
series of thousands of deaths in the
Mediterranean, transformed into a
gigantic cemetery. The first mass
sinking of migrants was on Christ-
mas eve of 1996 when a boat carry-
ing Indians, Pakistanis and Sin-
halese sank in the Strait of Sicily: the
death toll was estimated at 283; in
2011 between 500 and 700 Tunisians
were killed according to «unofficial»
estimates, but the true figure is pos-
sibly many more; on October 3, 2013
a shipwreck off Lampedusa island
caused 368 deaths, etc. The UN
states that more than 3,000 migrants
died in the Mediterranean last year
and more than 1,500 since the begin-
ning of this year!

But the media acknowledge that
these figures describe only a part of
the reality, because many similar trag-
edies remain undiscovered: many
boats embarking from Egypt, Libyaor
Tunisia have never arrived anywhere,
sinking without leaving any trace, al-
though the navies of any of the Med-
iterranean countries, thanksto modern
technology, could have discovered
themin time.

Faced with these «sea tragedies»,
the governments of the rich European

countries, starting with Italy, beat their
breasts, casting forth cries to heaven
against the «cynicism», the «indiffer-
ence», the «speculation» the «human
trafficking», the «slavery of the XX-
Ith century»; they urge each other to
do something, to act, «including by
armed force» to prevent the trafficking
in human flesh! They invoke the Eu-
ropean institutions, the UN, the Secu-
rity Council, as if these institutions
were anything but the emanations of
bourgeois governments, as if the rep-
resentatives of these governments are
not sitting in office to defend this or
that particular interest.

And the interests to which the
most powerful countriesin the world
can come to an agreement, but only
temporarily, are certainly not those
of the millions of arms and mouths
reduced to hunger and despair; rather
they are the interests of business, of
the exploitation of natural resources
through the exploitation of human la-
bor power; and for these interests,
insofar as the crisis of the capitalist
mode of production has wiped out
«economic prosperity», there is no
war which cannot be unleashed, no
abuse that cannot be committed, no
repression and violence that cannot
be justified, no tragedies that cannot
occur. Under these conditions even
the «slavery of the XXIth century»
can be useful to the economic pow-
ers which have subjected entire pop-
ulations, to the extent that such
tragedies are kept within limitstoler-
able to the so-called «international
community». But if those limits are
exceeded and if these tragedies be-
gin to inconvenience the leaders of
«democratic» Europe, then they start
screaming that «Europe cannot
close its eyes» to an «invasion» of
refugees and «illegal immigrants»!
Due to its geographical position Ita-
ly (and especially Lampedusa and
Sicily) is the country where those
lucky enough to survive the journey
think of landing, hoping to start a
less miserable life, but the «recep-
tion» in the identification and expul -
sion centers is more like entering a

concentration camp.

Today, faced with the latest mas-
sacre, the ltalian Government unveiled
its strategy: to conduct an interna-
tional police operation to control the
beaches and the ports of Libya. Since
the collapse of the Libyan government
after the death of Gaddafi, the perma-
nent conflict between militiaslinked to
the government of Tobruk and those
linked to the Tripoli government, and
the rise of the «lslamic State» (1SI1S),
the Italian authorities, increasingly
more disturbed by a flood of desper-
ate migrants masses, figured it was
best to stop them before they em-
barked, going to war in Libya on the
«smugglers and human traffickers».
This «solution», the one that has al-
ways been advocated by the right:
stop the migrants on the southern
coast of the Mediterranean, that is to
say, the North African coast, by a
stringent police control, was consid-
ered by the various center-right and
center-left governments; it is now
judged to be urgent. Under the pretext
of «terrorism» (like previously vis-a-
vis Saddam Hussein and Gaddafi and
now the Islamist Caliphate), the Italian
Government, with its European accom-
plices, ispreparing for amilitary inter-
vention.

Such is the bourgeois response to
these tragedies: a police operation,
camouflaged as humanitarian action
under the flag of the UN and its High
Commissioner for Refugees, asin Leb-
anon in 2006, mobilizing the army, navy
and the air force!

The bourgeois European capital-
ists have no other answer to give; af-
ter being responsible for the fall of
colossal masses of humanity into mis-
ery and despair, after ransacking the
seas, the land and the subsoil, hav-
ing lined up tribes and peoples
against each other, having fanned
religious conflicts (between Sunnis
and Shiites, between Muslims and
Christians), having destroyed coun-
tries and left their former coloniesin
underdevelopment and situations of

(Continued onpage812)
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ruin leading to the reign of armed
gangs and traffickers of all kinds,
having made lifeimpossible for entire
populations, the European bourgeois
who have terrorized the world with
their capital, their trade wars and
armed conflicts, now pretend to be
moved by the latest disaster; and
they were not ashamed to cry out,
«Enough! No more tragedies «.... un-
til the next!

These deaths indeed will not be
the last. All the international police
operationswill not eliminate the pres-
sure of unbearable economic condi-
tions for millions of human beings;
this pressure has not disappeared
after the «Arab spring» and the «fall
of the dictators» in Tunisia and
Egypt, after the US wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan and the war in Libya; it
has continued in the Sahel, the Horn
of Africaand Y emen. Capitalism not
only produces development; along-
sidethisit accumul ates the contradic-
tions and the economic and social

tensions that inevitably erupt into
general crises. The means that the
capitalist ruling classes have at their
disposal to deal with and overcome
them can only prepare increasingly
serious crises, until the most power-
ful bourgeoisies adopt the «solution»
they adopted in 1914 and in 1939:
generalized war, world war.

It is in this perspective that one
must see these tragedies, where thou-
sands of migrants drown in the Med-
iterranean. Against the present and
future of slavery, misery and death,
there is no bourgeois solution, there
is no prayer able to stop the endless
list of tragedies. The heart of the
problem isthe capitalist mode of pro-
duction, the society based on private
property and private appropriation of
the products of human labor, society
divided into classes, in aword, bour -
geois society!

It is only by a struggle against
misery, against oppression and ex-
ploitation, a struggle that does not
confine itself to the existing social
framework nor in respecting the po-
litical and social rules proclaimed by
the bourgeois ruling classes to en-
sure the continuity of their power; a
struggle that is based on the antago-
nism between the class of wage work-
ers, representing the vast majority of

human beings, and the landlord class
and the capitalists, i.e. the class of
the bourgeoisie; it is only through a
struggle not oriented towards re-
forms, changes in government and
political personnel, but towards the
great goal of revolutionizing society
from top to bottom, therefore the
class struggle to the end, until the
conquest of political power by the
proletariat, the overthrow of the bour-
geois dictatorship and the establish-
ment of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat; it is only by the revolutionary
struggle forecast by Marxism in the
mid-nineteenth century, when capital -
ism launched out to conquer the
world, that can be found the defini-
tive solution to all the fundamental
causes of the exploitation of man by
man, misery, oppression and wars.
It is with this perspective that the
revolutionary communists struggle,
organizing themselves into the class
party which tomorrow which will have
the task of directing the class strug-
gle in all countries towards revolu-
tion, the proletarian dictatorship and
the advent of a classless society wi-
thout class antagonisms, without
oppression: the communist society.

International Communist Party
April 22,2015
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Greece demonstrates once again
that it is impossible to fight
against capitalist attacks by the
electoral and reformist path

At the end of yet another «historic» marathon session Brussels negotiations
between the Greek government and its creditors, a «definitive» agreement has yet
againbeenfoundto «resolve» the Greek crisis: Greek PrimeMinister Tsiprasand his
team have cometo accept asacondition for new|oansto thevirtually bankrupt Greek
government, a plan of austerity measures significantly harsher than he had rejected
aweek earlier and against which he had, supposedly, held a referendum! The only
point where he apparently got something concrete, isthat of thereductioninmilitary
spending: the creditors have accepted that it is weaker than what they asked for...

TSIPRAS TREASON?

Many, even among the so-called
«far left» currents who claimed to
have no illusions about Syrizaand its
government, cried out about the trea-
son of Tsipras. But only those who
took the demagogical speeches of
this party and its leader at face value
could feel betrayed.

Syrizawhich callsitself a«radical
left» party, is in reality no different
fromaclassic reformist party: it does

not want to destroy capitalism but to
improveit, reformit: itsdream is that
of all reformists, the dream of a cap-
italism with a human face, that of all
collaborator s, the dream of fraternal
collaboration among all citizens or
at least the overwhelming majority of
them. But there are dreams and there
is reality; and in reality, capitalism
cannot be changed, only a few minor
reforms are possible and even those,
provided they do not cost much — we
must combat it or submit to it!
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Having never had the intention to
fight capitalism, Syriza could only
submit to it and submit the workers
who trusted it. Brought to power by
claiming that it was going to end aus-
terity and the economic crisis which
battered the workers and some petty-
bourgeois strata, Syrizaembodied the
illusion that a mere change of govern-
ment, obtained quietly and peaceful-
ly by the democratic electoral proc-
ess, could bring asignificant improve-
ment in the situation of the masses.
The constitution of his government
on the basis of an alliance with afar-
right militarist and pro-religious par-
ty, (Anel) should have been enough
to dispel any doubts about the «rad-
ical» nature of Syriza. But for months,
the government conducted the com-
edy of defending the workers against
the creditors of the country, whom he
claimed to be able to convinceto give
up part of their requirements and to
grant further financial aid; while the
situation of the proletarians and the
working masses never ceased to de-
teriorate — so there has been a real
social truce in part because of unin-
terrupted blows suffered by the pro-
letariat in recent years, but also be-
cause of the hopes that many nur-
tured towards Syriza.

But in reality, the Greek negotia-
tors were defending primarily the in-
terests of national capitalism and not
those of the proletariat or the popu-
lation; evidenced by the fact that they
finally accepted more readily antiso-
cial and anti-proletarian measures
than those of particular capitalist in-
terests (e.g. they have defended
tooth and nail the privileged status
of shipping owners from taxes, mili-
tary expenditures or the maintaining
of alow rate of VAT on tourist activ-
ities); the austerity measures imposed
to repay creditors have had dire con-
sequences for the economy in gener-
al, leading to the disappearance of
thousands of businesses: an econom-
ic stimulus policy, not more austerity
is demanded by many capitalists.

But negotiations and agreements
between bourgeois or between bour-
geois states — including when the
States are «partners» in a «union»! —
can only be based on therelationship
of forces. But puny Greek capitalism
had little strength to resist the exi-
gencies of the major European capi-
talism for long, especially when their
state is on the verge of bankruptcy.
At the end of June the creditors laid
down a quasi-ultimatum to accept
their plan, to which the Tsipras gov-
ernment replied by organizing a ref-
erendum on the plan, calling for a

«No» vote. While this decision was
greeted with enthusiasm by a part of
the European left and far left who saw
the possibility of a «people» demo-
cratically refusing a Europe of auster-
ity and finance, etc. or even getting
out of the «straitjacket of the euro»,
Tsipras clearly stated that the refer-
endum was organized, not to break
with the creditors, but to continue ne-
gotiations with themin aposition that
would be strengthened by universal
suffrage.

The «Yes» campaign included
traditional bourgeois parties (the so-
cialists of Pasok and the right-wing
New Democracy) and new (the cen-
trists of To Potami), employer organ-
izations, but also the leaders of the
private sector unions, the major me-
dia, etc., supported by European gov-
ernments.

«No» proponents in addition to
Syriza, included the neo-fascist
Golden Dawn and small formations
from the far left, along with some an-
archists. The Greek Communist Par-
ty (KKE) refused to participatein the
«No» campaign: — reasonably assert-
ing that the government’s proposals
were no better than those of the
creditors; it called for a null vote,
spoiling the ballot (the essential
thing, of course is to vote!) in this
way thinking to express a «double
no» to both proposals and defend-
ing its own nationalist perspective
of exiting the EU.

Therest is history: the «No» sup-
porters achieved a resounding victo-
ry (nearly 60%, with spoiled or blank
ballots at 6% , «Yes» collecting only
36% of the votes; the rate of absten-
tions was down, being 38%); the
main square of Athens, Syntagma,
saw scenes of jubilation of voters be-
lieving that they had dealt a severe
blow to supporters of austerity and
notably to the old parties that had
formed successive governments
throughout the past years. The for-
mations of the radical left of Europe
also celebrated the electoral victory;
one example is the statement of Ri-
fondazione Comunistain Italy, but we
could have mentioned the Front de
Gauche of France, the Spanish Po-
demos, etc .: «The victory of No in
Greece represents the victory of de-
mocracy and dignity for the Greek
people against the financial terror-
ism of the troika. It is a historic re-
sult for Greece and the European
peoples»(1).

Just hours after this historic vic-
tory of democracy, Prime Minister
Tsipras, after discarding his Minister
of Finance, whose tone had been too

assertive and demanding, met with all
the parliamentary parties, both right
and left, with the exception of Gold-
en Dawn; and except for the KKE,
they all gave him their full support to
negotiate to keep Greece in the euro
area ... on the basis of the plan pro-
posed by the creditors! Trounced at
the polls, the «Yes» vote had in fact
triumphed! 1t would be difficult to im-
agine a more striking demonstration
of the futility of electoral illusions
and the role of disorientation of the
electoral circus...

By garnering the consent of the
old traditional bourgeois parties, Syr-
iza becomes the representative of a
true national unity, the defender of
the interests of all the Greek bour-
geoisie in front of the Europeans.

Declarations of intent being not
enough, the Greek negotiators in
Brussels presented a specific and
detailed plan, drafted under the lead-
ership of high French officials, who
accepted all the points which a week
earlier they had denounced as an ul-

(Continued on page 14)
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timatum. But when the negotiating
sessions began, this plan was reject-
ed by the German representatives,
who presented another, based on the
expulsion of Greece — for five years
— from the Eurozone, because, they
said, «confidence» in the Greek Gov-
ernment no longer existed: for the
capitalists, confidence is based on
submission.

It took endless and bitter negoti-
ationsfor the German leadersto aban-
don this perspective and to accept
maintaining Greece in the European
currency area, inflictingin returndras-
tic and humiliating measures for the
Greek leaders who had to pay for try-
ing to resist them.

As good reformist minions, the
Greek representatives finally agreed
to everything that had been demand-
ed of them; it was not a capitulation,
since the Tsipras government had
actually already capitulated even be-
fore the start of negotiations, when,
while electorally victorious, he re-
ceived the support of all parties, par-
ticularly by those who had asked to
vote yes; not a surrender in relation
to a defense of the interests of the
workers and the poor masses since
this has never been the real intention
of Syriza, but acapitulationinrelation
to the refusal to accept all the de-
mands of creditors and to renounce
any attempt to get relief from debt
burden.

We wrote that «The Syriza-ANEL
government has no alternative: it will
have to submit to the pressure of the
most powerful bourgeois states so
that it will not be gjected from the
euro zone, or replaced by a more
comprehensive government. (...) Syr-
iza is placed in the uncomfortable
position of having to choose between
attacking the interests of the prole-
tariat and the working masses, or
those of capitalism; and like all re-
formist parties, which are inextrica-
bly linked to the defense of the cap-
italist mode of production, it can
only attack the workers, profiting
from the confidence they have in it.
This is the role assigned to it by the
bourgeoisie, Greek and internation-

al, and its government will only be
tolerated so long as it fulfills this
role. »(2).

It did not take long to wait for the
demonstration of this easy forecast.
It appears, moreover, that during the
last negotiations, some states and
«institutions» have threatened to
force the formation of a new govern-
ment, perhaps a «government by
technocrats» if the Greek leaders
were reluctant to accept the condi-
tions requested by creditors. But
others have probably argued that
Tsipras and his followers, strength-
ened by their «victory» election, were
best able to get the proletarian mass-
es to swallow the bitter pills: that is
precisely what democracy is for.

INTER-IMPERIALIST
CONTRADICTIONS

The Brussels negotiations were
particularly contentious: two groups
of countries showed disagreement a
propos the fate of Greece: on one
side, Germany with its allies in the
North who advocated it leaving the
Eurozone, on the other side France,
supported by Cyprus and Italy, who
were opposed. Some peopl e explained
this confrontation by the opposition
of two conceptions of Europe: on
one side the supporters of financial
orthodoxy and respect for treaties, on
the other supporters of solidarity be-
tween peoples.

The reality is quite different; in
«defending Greece» against the Ger-
man representatives, Paris was not
defending the Greek «people» and
even less Greek proletarians: the draft
presented by the Greek government
and developed in collaboration with
French officials took up all the anti-
working class and antisocial meas-
ures requested by the European cred-
itors. During the negotiations, the
French finance minister used the ar-
gument that if Greece left the euro
zone, it could not repay its debt; but
more worrying for Paris and Rome
was that an exit from the euro would
have risked cause economic problems
in the zone, delivering a severe blow
to hopes of restarting even meager
growth in France and Italy. The al-
leged «defense of Greece» was noth-
ing more than the defense of French
and Italian national capitalist inter-
ests !

The position of the German |ead-
ership was different because the
health of their economy would have
enabled it to absorb without much
troubl e the shock of a «Grexit» (Greek
exit from the euro); what concerned

them more, beyond the unhappy pros-
pect of throwing new funds down a
bottomless pit, was to create a prec-
edent that could be invoked tomor-
row by governments of other much
larger countries, for example Spain;
hence their desire, if Grexit did not
take place, to impose punitive condi-
tions on Greece so that it serves as a
warning to those tempted to imitate

Finally the United States put pres-
sure on Germany that Greece not be
gjected from the euro zone and that
its debt be reduced (3). This corre-
sponds to their traditional position of
pushing the Europeans to abandon
austerity policies and to adopt eco-
nomic stimulus measures, so they
play the role of alocomotive of glo-
bal growth to reverse the slowdown;
but in this case their position is main-
ly explained by the desire to avoid a
NATO member occupying akey stra-
tegic position, being plunged into an
economic slump that would weaken
its military capabilities. However the
US did not want to interfere directly
in the negotiations, as Tsipras, the
supposed representative of the «rad-
ical left», demanded of them, hoping
to find strong support in the US im-
perialists...

None of these states were con-
cerned by the situation of the Greek
proletarians and masses because all
have the function of defending the
capitalist mode of production against
their own proletariat and those coun-
tries they dominate!

ALL BOURGEOIS STATES
AND ALL THE POSSESSING
CLASSESARE THE ENEMIES

OF THE PROLETARIANS

Greek proletarians have lived a
tough experience whose lessons,
consistent with Marxism, apply to the
workers of the world: it isimpossible
to defend against capitalist attacks,
whether undertaken by their own cap-
italist or applied on behalf of best in-
terests of capitalism by foreign capi-
talists, by relying on the mechanisms
of parliamentary democracy; the bal-
lot is only a scrap of paper which
cannot in any way override bourgeois
interests and resolve social contra-
dictions. A so-called «class vote»
like the onein favor of the «No» vote
hailed by Europe’'s extreme left is a
sorry illusion: the class struggle does
not take place within the confines of
parliaments, but in work-places, in
factories, in the street. We cannot
soften the capitalists’ demands by
trying to move the bourgeois by de-
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scribing the suffering of the popula-
tion, asit seemsdid, generating noth-
ing more than a shrug of the shoul-
ders, the Greek negotiators in Brus-
sels — in agreeing to make the prole-
tarians suffer but not too much! The
proletarians must not expect the pity
or commiseration of the capitalists
and their lackeys, but only their
blows; these blows undoubtedly can
be more or less brutal, but thisis only
adifference of degree due to adiffer-
ence in method: the reformist method
is kinder to avoid as far as possible
the eruption of social clashes. But
when the bourgeois interests are too
urgent reformist method immediately
follows the path of the dictates and
when confrontations menace, the
path of violence and repression:
Tsipras is the umpteenth example.

The «bailout» finally concluded in
Brussels with all the sacrifices it im-
poses on the proletarians and mass-
es (increasing the retirement age to
67 years for some and reducing pen-
sions of state employees, further cuts
in social measures, rising prices and
taxes etc.) but also on certain sec-
tions of the petty and middle bour-
geoisie, with the restrictions on sov-
ereignty imposed on the Greek State
(to the great consternation of the na-
tionalists of the «far left») will not
solve the problems facing Greek cap-
italism; according to many econo-
mists, on the contrary it will aggra-
vate the economic depression that it
has undergone for several years. This
is certainly the opinion of the IMF,
which after bringing all its weight to
impose the creditors plan on the
government of Athens, estimated in
areport published on 14 July, but al-
ready known to European leaders in
the negotiations, that this plan was
not viable if European states did not
agree to reduce or cancel the debt
owed by the Greeks — which they
have stubbornly refused! Thus new
Greek crises are inevitable, with their
share of anti-labor measures...

The Greek crisis is only the ex-
treme manifestation of the general cri-
sis of capitalism in Europe and the
world; therefore the alternative,
equally bourgeois, an exit from the
Eurozone and/or of the European
Union, cannot be a solution for the
proletariat. What is possible for a
powerful imperialist country like Brit-
ain — prosperity based on an inde-
pendent currency, and the possibili-
ty of leaving the EU—, is not for the
weak Greek capitalism; the merciless
laws of the capitalist market where, in
times of crisis, only the strongest re-
main afloat, would apply to it with

perhaps more violence if Greece |eft
this capitalist alliance called the Eu-
ropean Union. Greek capitalism, pri-
vate or state, would even more fierce-
ly extort surplus value fromits prole-
tarians in the name of defense of the
country, to withstand the competition
on the world market.

There is no bourgeois solution to
the degradation of living conditions,
that in a more or less pronounced
manner, the proletarians experience
in all countries. Supporters of class
collaboration, whether they belong to
the so-called «radical left» or tradi-
tional «reformismy», can only collabo-
rate to this degradation because col-
laboration between classes means
submission to theruling class: itisno
coincidence that Pablo Iglesias, the
leader of the Spanish Podemos, has
approved the course of action of
Tsipras during the negociations...

FOR THE REPRISE OF THE
CLASS STRUGGLE,
FOR THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL
CLASS PARTY!

For the proletariat there is no al-
ternative but to break with class col-
laboration and all the parties and un-
ions which support it, and to take the
path of anti-capitalist class struggle.
It is possible to confront and defeat

the capitalists and their state by open
conflict, adopting methods, means
and classist goals: uncompromising
defense of proletarian interests alone,
independent class organization, both
in terms of the immediate struggle in
defense of their lives and livelihood
and in terms of the more generalized
struggle against the capitalist system,
constitution of the political class par-
ty, internationalist and international,
in conjunction with the proletarians
of al countries, to lead the revolution-
ary struggle until victory.

This path is not easy, but it is
the only realistic one, although the
facts have once again demonstrated
that the reformist collaborationist
and nationalist electoral route, is a
fatal utopia, which serves only the
bourgeoisie.

July 18, 2015

(1) http://www.rifondazione.it/pri-
mapaginal/ ?7p=18794

(2) Position stated: 04.27.2015,
www.pcint.org

(3) The German Minister of Fi-
nance responded by referring to the
situation of Puerto Rico: This small
state, which has the status of «As-
sociate State» in the United States, is
also virtually bankrupt, but Washing-
ton refuses to help it.

GREECE
Against reformist illusions,
for independent class struggle!

Theelectionsin Greeceon 25 January saw thevictory of the Syrizaparty (Coalition
of the Radical Left), darling of the whole European «left of the Left»: the Spanish
Podemos, the German L eft Party, the Italian Rifondazione Comunista or the French
Front de Gauche, but also most of the «far left» which, moreor less, till claimsto be
«revolutionary». For example, a French Trotskyist paper wrote: «The Greek people
would not bebullied. By voting massively for theradical left, it rejected austerity and

sacrifice. Of thisit can be proud «(1).

Infact barely alittlemorethanathird
of voters (36.3%) gave their votes to
Syriza (up over 9.4% compared to the
2012 elections), as against 27.8% who
voted for right party New Democracy
(whichdeclinedonly dightly, by -1.9%);
the KK E (Greek Communist Party) rose
from 4.5 to 5.5% of the vote, while the
neo-fascist Golden Dawnretreated from
6.9t06.3%andthefar-right party ANEL
(Independent Greeks) dropped sharply,
from7.5t04.8%. Antarsya, afarleftdis-
paratecollectionbringingtogether Trot-
skyists, Maoists and others, obtained

0.66% of the votes, while the new cen-
trist party Potami that did not exist in
2012, garnered 6% of thevote.

It was the collapse of the socialist
party PASOK (associated with New
Democracy inthepreviousgovernment)
downfrom12.3%t04.7%of voters, which
explains the electoral breakthrough of
Syriza: the «Radical Left» has become
therefuge of theusual social democratic
voters, analystsnoted that SY RIZA had
actually lost votes among the most pop-

(Continued on page 16)
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ular sectors, mainly in favor of absten-
tion (with a 36.1% rate of abstention),
undoubtedly in connection with the in-
creasing «moderation» of its discourse
as the elections approached.

This «moderation» was manifested
vividly when Syrizain order to formits
government partneredwith... ANEL. The
«extremist» leftwing of SY RIZA sucked
itall up without too much difficulty: asa
matter of fact Syrizahad already collab-
orated in parliament with this party with
which it sharesits nationalism. Close to
the Orthodox Church and the military,
ANEL was given the strategic Ministry
of Defense. Syrizahasjustified thisini-
tiative by the aegis of theneed toforma
stable government because it does not
have an absolutemajority in parliament;
but in reality the aliance with ANEL
means that the property of the Church,
which is the largest landowner in the
country, would continue to evade taxes
andthat themilitary budget would not be
affected.

MILITARY EXPENDITURE:
A HEAVY BURDEN FOR GREEK
PROLETARIANS

Greece hasthe highest percentage of
military expenditure of any country in
Europe. In2013, it spent theequiva ent of
2.4% of GDP (Gross Domestic Product)
onitsarmedforces. |nthemajor Europe-
an countries such military expenditures
that year wereequivalentto 2.2%of GDP
inBritain,inFrance2.2%,inltaly 1.5%,in
Germany 1.3%andinSpain0.9%. (2).

To put thisinto perspective, military
spending in the US that year amounted
t03.8% of GDP;inRussia4.2%, 2.1%in
China, andin Japan, 1%; butrelating this
tothesizeof their economies, USmilitary
spending accounted for nearly 37% of
global military spending, thatis, asmuch
asthenext 9 top military spenders com-
bined: China, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
France, Great Britain, Germany, Japan,
Indiaand South Korea! (3).

Over the decade 2002 - 2011 little
Greecewasthelargest importer of arms
inEurope (and 5thintheworld); itsmain
suppliersaretheUnited States, Germany
and France. During the first «rescue»
plans for the country, Germany and
France insisted that Greece not under-
mine its military purchases from them,
France also trying to close sales of $6
billion eurosfor naval vessels(4)...

Financing military spending and the
military ingeneral (thebourgeoisjustify
the particularly heavy weight of spend-
ing by the need to deal with the «hered-
itary» Turkishenemy) inevitablyfallson
the proletarians and the working masses
of the country (practically the only ones
paying any taxes at all!). But moreover
theGreek military playsaparticular anti-
proletarianpolitical role, asdemonstrat-
ed by the establishment of the Dictator-
ship of the Colonels (1967 - 1974): the
national and international bourgeoisie
(commencing with the Americans with
whom Greek Army still maintains close
ties) feared that the political and social
crisis at the time, which was not unlike
the current situation, was leading to a
«pre-revolutionary situation.

InNovember 2011 thePrimeMinister
(PASOK), faced with severe economic
and social difficulties, spoke of arisk of
a military coup. This evocation of the
spectre of 1967 was obviously an argu-
ment used for negotiations with the Eu-
ropean |eaders, but it also soundslikean
ominous warning to the proletariat: the
bourgeoisie never hesitates to use vio-
lence, or toreplacethedemocraticfiction
by its open dictatorship, if it considers
that its interests require this.

THE DEVASTATION OF THE
CRISISIN GREECE

Populated by almost 11 million peo-
ple, Greeceisacountry where capitalist
power isfeeble in comparison with the
maj or European countries. Traditional -
ly agricultural, it really beganto indus-
trializeinthe sixties, mainly duetofor-
eigninvestment. Today, industry isrel-
atively undevel oped; tourismisthefast-
est growing economic sector, while ag-
ricultureremainsasignificant resource
(it is the second largest employment
sector after trade), despiteitsfragmen-
tation into a myriad of small farms of
precarious profitability. A flourishing
sectoristhat of maritimetransport, which
employsbetween 150,000 and 200,000
peopleandaccountsfor over 6% of GDP;
the Greek merchant fleetisthelargestin
theworld. But sincethefiftiesthecoun-
try’s constitution has exempted mari-
timecompaniesfromall taxeson profits
and three quarters of ships sail under
flags of convenience (that is to say,
unregulated and avoiding any taxation).
When in 2013 the government tried to
impose atax on theindustry, ship-own-
ersthreatened to leave the country: the
tax wasrepeal ed and replaced by a«vol -
untary contribution...

For many years Greece has experi-
enced rapid economic growth (4% on
averagefrom2000to0 2007, significantly
more than other European countries),

which was spoken of asthe «Greek mir-
acle»; the economy was boosted by for-
eigninvestment (notably European) and
the use of credit (sovereign debt was
equivalentto 103%of GDPin2007). Sig-
nificantimmigrationwasnecessary tofill
the least skilled jobs, especially in agri-
culture.

But thecountry hassuffered thebrunt
of theimpact of theglobal economiccri-
sis, which hasdemonstrated thefragility
of the Greek «model». With a chronic
deficit in its foreign trade, it has been
unableto copewiththesharpincreasein
itsdebt from late 2008, when the econo-
my plunged into crisis and the budget
deficit reached 15% (two to three times
morethan other countriesof the Europe-
anUnion). Toavoid bankruptcy,in2010
Greece had no choice but to ask for aid
from its European partners. But among
the bourgeois, «aid» comes at a high
price, andit mainly aimsto aid theinter-
estsof thosewho «help». Thusthemoney
lent to Greece at lower rates than the
market (though still high enough to al-
low lenders to make significant profits)
was primarily used to protect the inter-
ests of European banks, especially Ger-
man and French, whichwere engagedin
the country: only 11% of the money lent
to Greece has served the needs of the
functioning of the state (5).

At the sametimethe «troika» (Euro-
pean Central Bank, European Commis-
sion and IMF) imposed austerity meas-
ures and «reforms» to straighten the
accounts of the country: privatization,
cutsin state spending (inacountry where
state expenditure playsacentral rolein
the economy), legislative reforms, «lib-
eralization» of labor laws, civil service
layoffs, decreases in wages and pen-
sions, increased retirement age, etc.

So these aretheresults, catastrophic
for theeconomy and evenmoresofor the
proletariat and the Greek masses, while
foreign financial investors have pulled
out of the game (German and French
banks were able to disengage with no
substantive losses):

GDPfell by over 27% between 2008
and 2014; in the same period more than
30% of companieshaveclosed, theshare
of industry inthe economy hasdeclined,
unemployment increased by 190.5% (1
millionfewer jobs) from9t026.5%, while
only 10% of theunemployed receiveun-
employment benefits; the average wage
fell by 38%, retirement pensionsby 45%
, average household income by 30% —
rising inequality is reflected in the fact
that in 2012, 25% of the poorest house-
holds had their income decreased by
86%, whiletherichest 25% had declined
by only 20 to 17%; meanwhile these in-
equalities have continued to increase, if
only because the taxes on the poorest
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increased by 377% as against only 9%
for therichest (6). Morethanaquarter of
the population has no health insurance
and 47% of Greeksdo not have accessto
adeguate care because of the collapse of
the health system under the blows of
austerity, etc. (7).

Thisshock therapy, similar towhat
thelMF hasat other timesonceinflicted
on bankrupt Third World bankrupt and
which oftenled to «hunger riots», failed
tore-routetheeconomy or totruly «clean
up» the public accounts. The economic
plunge mechanically led to afall intax
revenuesand increased social costsand
therefore increased difficultiesin pay-
ing a debt that has been increasing at a
rapid pace to reach 177% of GDP by
2014; if its«maturity», that isto say the
time for repayment has increased, the
Greek governmentisstill faced with cru-
cial deadlinesfor repaymentintheweeks
and months ahead, while the state cof-
fersareempty. Economistsare delight-
ed by the fact that foreign trade for the
first time recorded a (feeble) positive
balance, but thisisdueto theravages of
theinternal crisis: importshavedeclined
much more sharply than exportsin re-
cent years, and concerning these ex-
portstheonly oneto post areal increase
was in 2013 ... the sale of fuel to the
cruise ships that bring tourists (8)!

THE POLITICS OF SYRIZA

Despiteits name — «Coalition of the
Radical Left»—anditsparticular forma-
tion (including groupings of elements
whichmakereferencetoMarxism, Trot-
skyismor «Marxism-L eninismy», along-
sideotherscoming fromvariousdiverse
reformist groups), Syrizaisaclassicre-
formist party; its program has nothing
«anti-capitalist»init and if it demagog-
ically claims to have «socialism» as its
final goal, it addsimmediately that this
will be «in democracy and freedomy», to
reassure the petty bourgeois layers.
Definingitself asaprogram against aus-
terity and for meeting the needs of the
masses, it includes a series of demands
such asthe freezing of wages decreases
(rather thanincreasingthem!) anincrease
intheminimumwage, freeel ectricity and
food subsidies to the poor, an increase
of the reimbursement for medical care,
etc., through the taxation of therichest,
the cessation of privatizations (which
were realized with very advantageous
conditions for investors, domestic or
foreign). Italsopromisestocreate 300,000
jobs through Keynesian type measures
typical of all reformist programs.

Whileclaiming hiswillingnesstore-
spect to the letter the commitments of
Greece to its lenders, the new govern-
ment hoped tofind support among South

European countries to obtain a morato-
riumonitsdebt and for Europeto aban-
donitsausterity policiesand embark on
economic stimulusinitiatives.

But neither the French government
nor theltalian, and evenlessthe Spanish
or Portuguese, wished to support the
Greek government! All, undoubtedly to
various degrees due to the diversity of
the depth of the economic crisisthat hit
their country, imposeausterity measures
and cutsin social spending on their pro-
letarians: they will not support adiffer-
ent policy for Greece! Anti-proletarian
attacks are the rule in Europe, although
the richer countries, like Germany, can
afford the luxury of toning down these
attacksinorder to maintainsocial peace.
Greece is a small country with limited
economic weight in Europe, but to the
extent that the problemsit facesare only
extremeexampl esof thedifficultiesof the
capitalist economies of the European
Union, and because of the always in-
creasing «globalization» of capitalism,
the Greek caseisof international impor-
tance: a Greek exit from the euro would
have consequences for the whol e global
economy (9)

European institutions, supported by
al the States, including non-European
ones such as the United States which
had initially approved of Syriza soppo-
sitiontotheausterity policies(the Amer-
ican capitalists are always looking for
the Europeansto play therole of engine
of theworld economy during periods of
crises) (10), thereforerequirethe Greek
government to continue on the path of
austerity, privatization and essentially
anti-prol etarian «reforms»(further liber-
alizationof thelabor market, lower wag-
es, pension reform, etc.) — the exact
opposite of the election promises of
Syrizal. Variouscoercivemeasureshave
even been decided by the European
Centra Banktocompel it; foritspart, the
European Commission, for exampl e, sent
anoteto warnthat the vote of a«human-
itarian»law providingfreee ectricity and
food vouchers to the needy could be
considered aviolation of the obligations
of Greece, whilethe president of the Eu-
rogroup (meeting of finance ministers)
stated that «any pressure [on the gov-
ernment - Editor’ snote] accel eratingthe
reform process in Greece is welcome»
(11)! Europeanandinternational lenders
demand specific and concrete commit-
ments by the Greek authorities for the
continuation of the previous policy, be-
fore disbursing the funds essential to
thefunctioning of theeconomy (12): the
state’ s resources are insufficient to pay
both creditors and employees...

TheSyriza-ANEL governmenthasno
aternative: it will have to submit to the
pressure of themost powerful bourgeois

states so that it will not be gjected from
the euro zone, or replaced by a more
comprehensivegovernment (13). And it
has already started down this road, in-
definitely postponing the increase of
the minimumwageor reversing itsdeci-
siontoblock thesaleof theport of Pirae-
us to Chinese investors.

INDEPENDENT CLASS

STRUGGLE, THE ONLY

SOLUTION FOR GREEK
PROLETARIANS

Since the beginning of the crisis
Greek workershave not remained pas-

(Continuedon page18)
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sive in the face of the continued deg-
radation of their conditions of life and
work. Many strikesand demonstrations
have taken place; but these struggles,
most often oriented in an interclassist
manner, nationalist and respectful of
legality, by theunions, including «rad-
ical» trade unions associated with the
KKE, haven't hindered the devastat-
ing bourgeois attack. So the elections
werepresented to theworkersasoffer-
ing an alternative path and without risk
tothestruggle: thevotetobring Syriza
to power. Syrizawantsthe Greek pro-
letarians and masses not to engage in
areal struggle, but totrustit to protect
their interests (which would be identi-
cal to those of the national economy)
against the dictates from abroad. Just
likeall reformists, it doesagreat serv-
iceto capitalismby divertingthework-
ers from the only effective way to de-
fend themselves.

All the while talking about giving
the oligarchs what they deserve, its
government was careful not to take any
real action against the Greek capitalists
(one need only think of the fabulously
rich shipowners!) and capitalism as a
whole. But like all reformist partiesin
power inaperiod of severecrisis, SY R-
IZA is placed in the uncomfortable po-
sition of having to choose between at-
tacking the interests of the proletariat
and the working masses, or those of
capitalism; andlikeall reformist parties,
which areinextricably linked to the de-
fense of the capitalist mode of produc-
tion, it canonly attack theworkers, prof-
itingfromtheconfidencethey haveinit.
This is the role assigned to it by the
bourgeoisie, Greek and international,
anditsgovernment will only betolerat-
ed so long asit fulfillsthisrole.

Today, it seemsthat Syriza enjoys
arecord popularity, also fueled by na-
tionalist rhetoric, among the popula-
tion, includingtheproletariat. Butillu-
sions in Syriza are doomed to evapo-
rate quickly; so the honeyed reformist
discourseswill give way to the brutal -
ity of the forces of the capitalist order
if theworkerstry to resist —it isnot by
chance that Syriza' s election promise
todisband theanti-riot policeunitswas
quickly abandoned! The history of
Greece, not to mention that of other
countries, teaches proletariansthat the
bourgeoisie — supported and advised
by its international sponsors — never

hesitates to sweep out a democratic
government and establish a military
dictatorship to maintain order. Blind
faith in reformism always leads to de-
feats and catastrophes. The proletari-
ans must therefore give no confidence
to Syriza and its government; they
should not believeit ispossible to put
pressure on themto adopt apolicy, let
us not say anti-capitalist (all the ma-
chinery of the bourgeois state isthere
inorder to prevent this), but at least in
favor of theworkers: evenif hedoesso
mumbling and grumbling, thevalet al-
waysobeyshismaster, and thisiseven
moretruefor the reformist valetinre-
lation to the capitalist master. But nei-
ther shouldthey placetrust inthe «l eft»
criticsof Syrizasuch asthe KKE: they
have already given ample evidence of
their anti-proletarian politics, spread-
ing nationalist propaganda and prac-
ticing collaboration with bourgeois
forces(14).

The workers can only rely on their
own strength, their own struggl es pro-
vided they are oriented and organized
on authentic classpositionsfor the ex-
clusive defense of their classinterests.
Thereisno other way to resist capital-
ist attacks than the open struggle
against capitalism; the repudiation of
the debt or the exit from the European
Union that the KKE or so-called «far
left « groups present as a solution to

the crisis, are only dead ends: not de-
parting fromthebourgeoisframework,
they can only lead to afurther worsen-
ing of the proletarian situation. The
rupture with reformist, collaboration-
ist orientations and forces, the adop-
tion of classist methodsand meansand
class organization are a necessity for
the proletarian defense, before being
able to go on the offensive.

But for the class organization in the
immediate defensive struggles and the
broader struggle against capitalismitis
necessary to wage apolitical and practi-
cal struggle against political and trade
union collaborationism, against all false
friends of the proletariat, against all ob-
stacles placed by bourgeoisie. It means
thenecessity of classpolitical organiza-
tion, the class party, authentically com-
munist, internationalist and internation-
al, toavoid al thepitfallsfacing thepro-
letariat, through its Marxist program
which is the synthesis of the |essons of
past struggles, and to centralizeand lead
until the end its struggle against capital-
ism.

Toworkinconjunctionwiththepro-
letarians of all countries, for the consti-
tution of thisparty, that isthetask which
faces ever more urgently the vanguard
proletariansand militantsin Greece.

International Communist Party,
April 23,2015

(1) Workers Struggle No. 2426, 01/28/
2105. Electoral illusions are widespread
among the Trotskyists aswell asthe inter-
classist vocabulary ...

(2) Accordingto SIPRI data(Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute),
SIPRI Milex Datafrom 1988 to 2104.

(3)http://vadeker.net/humanite/geopoli-
tique/world_military_spending/
world_military_spending_2002-2012.html

(4) SeeLePoint,01/27/2015

(5) http:// www. macropolis.gr/?i= por-
td. en.the-agora.2080

(6) Institut fir Makrodkonomie und
Konjunkturforschung StudiesNo. 38, March
2015

(7)https://www. opendemocracy. net/
ournhs/louise-irvine/what-%27austeri-
ty%27-has-done-to-greek-healthcare

(8) http://ww.ekathi merini.com/4dcgi/
_w_articles wsite2 1 25/10/2013 524920

(9) Seefor examplethestatement of the
Governor of theBank of France, «thewhole
wor |d economywoul dbeaffected» [by aGreek
exitfromtheeuro], LeFigaro, 04/19/15.

(10) TheGreek authoritieshaved so stat-
ed that they were subject to a «very strong
American pressure» that they not partici-
pate in the construction of apipelineinthe
region envisioned by the Russian giant
Gazprom. cf http:/Aww.|ebl ogfinance.com/

2015/04/1a-grece-fait-etat-de-fortes-pres-
sions-us-pour-la-dissuader-dadherer-au-
projet-du-gazoduc-russie-turquie.html

(11) http:/fin.reuters.com/article/2015/
03/09/eurozone-greece-steps-
idINL5NOWB3SX 20150309

(12) «Thefundlendersof Greececontin-
ueto demand a pensionreformand further
labor marketliberalization» lemonde.fr, 03/
31/2015

(13) A Londonfinancial daily haswrit-
ten: «Eurozoneauthorities’ frustrationwith
Greecehasgrown sointensethatachange
inthecurrent Athensgover nment’ smake-
up, however far-fetched, hashecomeafre-
guent topic of conver sation onthesidelines
of bailouttalks.(...) Many officials—upto
and including someeur ozonefinancemin-
isters—havesuggested privatelythat only
adecisionbyAlexisTsipras, Greek prime
minister, tojettison thefar left of hisgov-
erning Syriza party can make a bailout
agreement possible. (...)Asenior official in
aeurozonefinanceministry added: «This
government cannot survive.» Financial
Times, 04/05/2105. It’s well known that
theGerman FinanceMinister hassaid many
times that the Greek government isirre-
sponsible.

(14) See«Theinterclassismof the KK E»
LeProletaireNo. 496
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50 years after the wave of black revolts
In the United States, the riots in Baltimore

News of the death of Freddie Gray a
young black man of 25 years, beaten to
death by police after being arrested wi-
thout reason on April 12 (an arrest later
declared to be «illegal» by the City At-
torney, obviously trying to calm the an-
ger of the protesters) resulted in violent
riotsinthecity of Baltimore (Maryland),
acoastal port of the United States. Mar-
tial law was declared in the city and
several thousand soldiers of the Na
tional Guard weremobilized asreinforce-
mentsfor the thousands of local police-
men.

We aso witnessed the instructive
spectacle of the union for the defense
of the established order, in addition to
the media, of politicians of all parties
and priests of all persuasions, of police
as well as gangs. Thus the «Bloods»,
the «Crips» and the «Nation of 1slam»
who usually engage in deadly wars for
control of neighborhoods where they
deal, agreed among themselves (follow-
ing a meeting in a Baptist church) and
with the priests and the police to pre-
vent rioting as much as possible and to
protect businesses and policemen from
the demonstrators!

In Baltimore, where 64% of the pop-
ulation is black, the roots of rebellion
are social; the city has experienced a
sharp industrial decline since the 70s
and has been severely affected by the
recent economic crisis. The mayor is
black, as arethe police chief and half of
the police officers; this does not pre-
vent the youth and young black prole-
tariansin particular from harassment by
the police; corruption, unpunished
crimes and abuses by local police are
well documented: they are at least as
common as elsewhere, demonstrating
that it is not the color of the skin of the
cops or politicians which is at issue.
The officia poverty rate in Baltimore
was 28% against 14.5% nationally. In
the neighborhood where Freddie Gray
lived, the unemployment rate is 52% of
the population of working age (itiseven
higher in other districts!), one third of
houses are abandoned. In a particularly
telling reflection of social inequality, the
15 poorest districts of the city have a
life expectancy comparable to that of a
Third World country: between the
wealthiest neighborhood (with a white
population!) and the poorest in Balti-
more, thereisadifferenceinlife expect-
ancy at birth of 19 years!

The magnitude of the reaction of the
Baltimore authorities and the state of

Maryland is explained by the memory
of the 1968 riots that left 6 dead, 700
injured and resulted in 3,500 arrestsin
the city; morethan 10,000 soldiershad
to be deployed at thetimeto «maintain
order.» Indeed, after those of Fergu-
son last year theriotsin Baltimore have
caused resurgent anxiety among the
bourgeoisie and their lackeys at the
specter of theriotsthat shook the Unit-
ed States roughly fifty years ago.
Inthesummer of 1964 ariotin New
York occurred against a backdrop of
police brutality, announcing the wave
of riotslabelled «racial» because blacks
were the main protagonists, which
would mark the second half of the six-
ties in United States. It was then the
first cracks began to appear in the vir-
tually continuous economic expansion
in the United States since the end of
the war, while the political situation
became tenser due to the Vietnam War
and of conscription in order to funnel
cannon fodder into the US Army. The
black ghetto riots of the sixties which
were savagely repressed, like the grow-
ing agitation against the war, itself also

*

repressed including bloody episodes,
had their counterpartinarevival of work-
ers struggles, including international-
ly.

Theseriotsvirtualy disappear inthe
70s, following the policy of the bour-
geoisie which, besides repression that
would imprison thousands of «agita-
tors» and go on to murder others, had
the possihility of dropping afew crumbs
to calm the proletarians with a battery
of social shock absorbers; it will also
work tofacilitate the formation of ablack
bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie to
exercise influence over the proletariat
or at least serve as a «buffer» between
them and the bourgeois state. In a dif-
ferent economic situation, riotsresumed
in the 80s before peaking again in Los
Angelesin 1992.

We publish below an article by
Amadeo Bordiga, published in No. 15/
1965 of Il Programma Comunista, the
party organ at the time, on the riotsin
Los Angeles in the summer of 1965, in
renewing the fervent hope that the cur-
rent riots are the harbingers of future,
and victorious struggles.

*

Amadeo Bordiga
«Black» anger shakes
the rotten pillars of bourgeois

and democratic «civilization»
(Il ProgrammaComunista, September 10, 1965)

And after all, once it got past the
outburst of the «black revolt» in Cali-
fornia, international conformism «bur-
ied» the event under a thick cloak of
silence; as the «enlightened» bourgeois
still anxiously sought to discover the
«mysterious» causesthat had hampered
the operation of the «regular and peace-
ful» demacrati c mechanism, any observ-
er on either side of the Atlantic could be
consoled by recalling that after all, the
explosions of collective violence by
«colored people» are nothing new in
Americaand, for example, that aserious
explosion occurred in Detroit in 1943,
without any serious consequences.

But something profoundly new hap-
pened deep in this burning episode of
an anger, not vaguely popular but pro-
letarian in nature, something to be fol-
lowed not with a cold objectivity but
with passion and hope. And it is this

that makesus say: theblack revolt was
crushed; long livetheblack revolt!

The novelty — for the history of the
strugglesfor emancipation of black pro-
letarians and sub-proletarians, and not
for the history of class strugglesin gen-
eral —isthe almost perfect coincidence
between the pompous rhetoric of the
presidential promulgation of political
and civic rights, and the eruption of an
anonymous, subversive, collective and
«uncivil» fury on the part of the «bene-
ficiaries» of the «magnanimous» ges-
ture; between the umpteenth attempt to
entice the tortured slave with a misera-
ble carrot that costs nothing, and the
instinctive and immediaterefusal of this
dave to remain blindfolded, bent and
cowering.

Harshly, instructed by no one — not

(Continued on page20)
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Amadeo Bordiga
«Black» anger shakes
the rotten pillars of
bourgeois

and democratic
«civilization»

(Continuation frompage19)

by their leaders more gandhian than
Gandhi; nor by a «communism» in the
mode of the USSR, which, as L' Unita
(2) hurried to say, rejectsand condemns
violence — but educated by the hard
lessons of the facts of social life, Blacks
in California have shouted out to the
world, without having the theoretical
consciousness, without needing to ex-
press it in a well-developed language,
but by claiming it in the thick of the
action, the smple and terrible truth that
legal and political equality isnothing as
long as there is economic inequality;
and that it is possible to end it, not by
laws, decrees, sermons or homilies, but
only by overthrowing by for cethefoun-
dations of a society divided into class-
es. It isthis sudden tearing away of the
veil of legal fictionsand democratic hy-
pocrisy, which has baffled and could
only confuse the bourgeois; it is this
which has focused the enthusiasm of
real Marxists; and it is this which needs
to capture the imaginations of the pro-
letarians asleep in the artificial cocoons
of the metropolises of a capitalism his-
torically born under awhite skin.

* * *

When the American North, already
ontherailsto full capitalism, launched a
crusadefor the abolition of slavery pre-
vailing in the South, it did not do so for
humanitarian reasons, or out of respect
for the eternal principles of 1789, but
because it was necessary to uproot a
pre-patriarchal capitalist economy and
to «liberate» the work force so that it
would become a huge resource for the
greedy capitalist monster. Thus, before
the Civil War, the North encouraged the
flight of slaves from the Southern plan-
tations, it was enticed by a workforce
which would be for sale dirt cheap in
the labor market and in addition to this
direct benefit would have enabled it to
reducethe pay of the workforce alr eady
employed, or at least not to let it in-
crease. During and after thewar the proc-
ess was rapidly accelerated, in becom-
ing generalized.

It was an historically necessary tran-
sition to overcomethe limits of an ultra-
backward economy; and Marxism salut-
ed this, but not because it did not know

that «liberated» inthe South, black man-
power would find in the North amecha-
nism of exploitation already in place,
and even more ferocious in certain as-
pects. In the words of Capital, the
«good negro» would be free to deliver
his skin to the labor market for it to be
tanned: freed from the chains of South-
ern slavery, but also the protective
shield of an economy and a society
based on personal and human relation-
ships, instead of impersonal and inhu-
man relations; free, that isto say alone,
naked and unarmed.

And actually the slave who escaped
to the North would cometo realize that
no less than before he wasin an inferi-
or position; because he was paid less;
because he was deprived of profession-
a qualifications; because he was iso-
lated in new ghettos as a soldier of an
industrial reserve army and as a poten-
tial threat of disintegration of the con-
nective tissue of private ownership;
because discriminated against and sub-
jected to segregation as one who does
not feel a human being but a beast of
burden, and as such to sell himself to
thefirst bidder without demanding more
nor better.

Today, a century after his alleged
«emancipation», he is granted the
«plenitude» of civil rights by the same
act whereas his average income is dra-
matically lower than that of his white
fellow citizen: hiswages are half of his
brother with white skin, the pay of his
companion is one third of the compan-
ion of thelatter; inthevery actinwhich
the golden metropoles of businesses
confined him in appalling ghettos of
misery, disease, insecurity, insulating
him behind invisible walls of prejudic-
es, customs and police regulations; in
the very act in which unemployment
which bourgeois hypocrisy cals «tech-
nological» (that isto say it is an «inev-
itability» of the price to advance on the
path of progress, not the fault of present
society), hasits most numerousvictims
among his brothers in race, because
they are the ranks of ordinary workers
or sub-proletarians consigned to the
most arduous and the most lowly jobs;
in the very act where he isthe equal on
the battlefield to his white brothers to
be turned into cannon fodder, it is not
at all the same coming up against the
policeman, the judge, the tax officer,
the owner of the factory, the union
honcho, the owner of his dum dwell-
ing.

And it is aso undeniable — and in-
comprehensible for the pedant — that
hisrevolt broke out in Californiawhere
the average salary of Blacks is higher
than in the east; but it is precisely in
this region of capitalist boom and so-

called «well-being» that the disparity of
incomes is the greatest; This is where
the ghetto, already long enclosed along
the Atlantic coast, becomes quickly en-
closed in the presence of the obscene
display of luxury, waste, of thegood life
of theruling class— which iswhite!

It isagainst this hypocrisy of egal-
itarianism jesuitically enshrinedin law,
but denied in the reality of a society
with deeply dug class trenches, that
black anger exploded; in the same fash-
ion that anger explodes among white
proletarians, drawn into and heaped
up in the new industrial centers of ad-
vanced capitalism, crowded into shan-
tytowns, in the monotonous slums, in
the hovels of the very Christian bour-
geois society where they are «free» to
sell their labor power so as ... not to
starve; in the same fashion always the
holy fury of the dominated classes ex-
plodes and, asif that were not enough,
scorned and maligned as well!

« ‘Premeditated Revolt’ against the
rule of law, the rights of our neighbors
and the maintenance of order!» ex-
claimed Mc Intyre, the Cardinal of our
Holy Mother the Church, as if the new
dave-without ankle-chains had a mo-
tiveto respect alaw that the face pressed
to the ground on bended knees main-
tains; or that this «neighbor» of whites,
has never found himself to have
«rights» or that he could see in this
society based on thetriplelie of liberty,
equality, fraternity, something other
than disorder raised to the level of a
principle.

«Rights are not conquered by vio-
lence» shouted Johnson (3). Lie. Blacks
remember, if only by having heard that
Whites had to wage a long war to con-
quer the rights denied them by the Eng-
lish metropole; they know that Blacks
and Whites, temporarily united, had to
carry out an even longer war to obtain
even the appearance of an «emancipa
tion» still impalpable and remote; they
see and feel every day chauvinist rhet-
oric exalting the extermination of the Red
Indians, the march of the «founding fa-
thers» to new lands and «rights» and
the brutal violence of the western pio-
neers, «exalted» to civilization by the
Bibleand Alcohol. What isall thisif not
violence?

Inchoately, blacks have understood
that there is no problem in American
history, like that of every country, that
has not been resolved by for ce; thereis
no right which isnot the result of clash-
es, sometimes bloody, always violent,
between the forces of the past and of
the future.

One hundred years of peaceful wait-
ing for magnanimous concessions from
whites have brought them very little, if
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we except the little which the occasion-
a angry outburst could wrest from the
avaricious and cowardly boss's hand.
And how did Governor Brown respond,
defender of the rights that the whites
felt threatened by the «revolt», if not by
the democratic violence of machine
guns, truncheons, armored cars and a
state of siege?

And so what isthis, if not the expe-
rience of oppressed classes under eve-
ry sky, whatever the color of their skin
and their «racial» origin? The Black, no
matter if heisapure proletarian or sub-
proletarian, who shouted in Los Ange-
les: «Our war is here, not in Vietnamy,
has expressed an idea no different than
the men who «aunched an assault on
the heavens» during the Paris Commune
and that of Petrograd gravediggers of
the myths of order, the nationa inter-
est, the civilizing wars, and finally her-
ald ahuman civilization.

* * *

Our bourgeois cannot console them-
selves by thinking: these are distant
episodes that do not concern us, at
homethereisno racial question. Raceis
now, in an ever more evident manner, a
social issue.

Thefact that the ragged unemployed
and semi-unemployed in our South no
longer find the safety valve of emigra-
tion; the fact that they cannot travel
beyond the sacred frontiers of the moth-
erland to be skinned-alive (and get
slaughtered in disasters due not to fate,
unexpected vagaries of the atmosphere
or, who knows, the evil eye, but the
thirst for profit of Capital, its frantic
search for savings on the costs of mate-
rials, means of transport, safety devic-
es, and perhaps for future gains in the
reconstruction following disasters
which are inevitable and anything but
unpredictable even when they are hyp-
ocritically deplored); the fact that the
sums of our industrial cities and our
moral capitals (') are swarming, and
will be even more than is the case to-
day, with outcasts without work, wi-
thout bread, without-reserves, and you
will have an Italian «racismy» Italian, al-
ready visible today in the recriminations
of the inhabitants of Northern Italy
against the «primitive» and «uncul-
tured» Southerners.

Thisisthe social structurein which
we are called upon to live today that
gives rise such infamies; it is under its
ruins that they will disappear.

Thisiswhat warnsand remindsthose
who, drugged by the democratic and
reformist opium, and without memory,
dozeintheillusory dream of well-being,
the «black revolt» in California — not
distant nor exotic, but present in our

midst; immature and defeated, but ahar-
binger of victory!

(2) Pat Brown, Democratic governor
of Cdiforniafrom 1958 to 1966 (when he
was defeated by Ronald Reagan) is the
father of the current governor Jerry
Brown, who had been governor of Cali-
forniafrom1975t0 1983.

(2) L'Unita was the daily newspa-
per of the Italian Communist Party.

(3) Democrat Lyndon Johnson was
the president of the United State (he
had gained this position after the
Kennedy assassination, when he was
the Vice President). His «Great Socie-
ty» program included recognition of
«civil rights» for blacks, the «war against
poverty», the institution of social meas-
ures in the health sector such as Medi-
care and Medicaid for the poor, etc. It
was under hismandatesthat USinvolve-
ment in the Vietnam War, began under
Kennedy, really intensified.

«Racial» Riots in the U.S. over the past 50 years

July 1964:

After the murder of ayoung black of
15, by a policeman (who was not even on
duty) riots broke out in Harlem and ex-
tended for 10 days and to other neighbor-
hoods in the metropolis of New York:
Manhattan , Brooklyn, Bedford and also
to the city of Rochester. Savage repres-
sion by the policeleft 7 dead, 800 wound-
ed, with over 1,000 arrests.

28-31 August 1964:

A riot broke out in Philadelphia after
arumor about the murder of a woman by
a policeman. There were more than 300
injured, over 700 arrests, 225 shops loot-
ed or destroyed.

11-17 August 1965:

Riots in the black neighborhood of
Watts in Los Angeles (California): 34
dead, 1,032 wounded, 3,775 arrested af -
ter the intervention of the National
Guard. The police chief of the city
(LAPD) compared the black rioters to
«monkeys in a zoo ...»

January-M ar ch 1966:

2 dead, 20injured, 19 buildingsburned
in Watts.

Summer 1966:

Riots and protests in 43 cities with a
total of 11 dead, over 400 injured, 3,000
arrests

12-17 July 1967:

Riots in Newark (New Jersey): 27
dead, 2,000 injured, 1,500 arrests, 300
fires.

23-28 July 1967:

Riots in Detroit: 43 dead, 2,000 in-
jured, 7,000 arrests. The protests later
spread to 128 cities. During 1967 the to-
tal number of dead amounted to 83.

4-11 April 1968:

After the assassination of black paci-
fist leader Martin Luther King, riots broke
out in 125 cities. President Johnson used a
US Army elite unit to come to the rein-
forcement of police and National Guardin
Washington, Chicago, Baltimore, Boston,
Newark, etc. The repression left 46 dead,
2600 injured, with 21 thousand arrests.

*
Riots in Miami.
Throughout the 80’s riots broke out

several timesin Greater Miami (Florida);
the most important were:

May 17-20, 1980:

Three days of riots resulted in 18
deaths, over 400injured and 1,100 arrests
inthe black neighborhood of Liberty City.
The violence erupted after the acquittal
of four white police officers charged with
the beating death of a black motorcyclist
who ran ared light the previous year.

28-30 December 1982:

2 dead, 25 injured, 38 arrests.

16-18 January 1989:

6 injured, 351 arrests, 30 buildings
burned after the murder of a biker by
the cops.

April 29 - May Day 1992:

After the acquittal of the LAPD of-
ficers who had beaten Rodney King, a
Black accused of speeding, riots broke out
in Los Angeles suppressed at the cost of
59 dead and more than 2,328 injured. The
riots spread beyond the black neighbor-
hood: a white protester exclaimed: «this
is not blacks against whites, it is the rich
against the poor.» The protests spread to
other Californiacitiesincluding Oakland,
San Francisco (where martial law is de-
creed for the first time since the 1906
earthquake!) and San Diego, as well as
Seattle and Las Vegas. Demonstrations
were also held on the East Coast: New
Y ork, Philadelphia, Atlanta etc., without
resulting into riots.

April 9, 2001:

A young Black man of 19 years, Tim-
othy Thomas was killed in Cincinnati by
a white police officer during a pursuit.
There followed four days of violence in
which 70 people were injured. Calm re-
turns after the establishment of the state
of emergency and a curfew.

10 August-November 2014:

After the assassination of the young
Black, Michael Brown, repeated riotstake
place in Ferguson (suburb of St. Louis,
Missouri). A state of emergency was de-
clared and the National Guard was called
in as reinforcement. Hundreds of people
werearrested, including 16 journalists.
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KILLINGS OF JOURNALISTS IN FRANCE

Down With The Union Sacrée!
Down With The Bourgeois Republic!
No To Religious Wars, No To Imperialist Democracy,
Yes To The Class War Against Capitalism!

DOWN WITH THE
UNION NATIONALE!

After the attack against Charlie
Hebdo, all the formidable power of the
media and bourgeois propaganda
kicked in to use the emotion born of
the bloody massacre to rouse support
for «national unity» and the «values
of the Republic.» the Government,
parties of the left, right and far- right
(excized by the organizers of the Paris
march, the far-right Front National (FN)
of le Pen called for demonstrations in
the provinces), trade union apparach-
niks and multiple associations called
for large demonstrations of unity: so
that rich and poor, unemployed and
capitalists, workers and employers
could march together for «freedom of
expression» and against «terrorism,
behind French political leaders and
government officials and those of other
countries, German, Spanish, English,
etc. or even Turkish such as the Prime
Minister of that government which
has imprisoned dozens of journalists,
which violently suppressed Kurdish
demonstrators (thirty dead) and which
supports the activities of jihadist
groups in Syria, Israelis such as
Netanyahu still dripping in blood from
al itsvictimsin Gaza, etc. atrueimpe-
rialist Holy Alliance.

President Obama, who has re-
fused, contrary to his promise to
close the prison at Guantanamo
where prisoners have been languish-
ing for years without trial subjected
to the most sadistically refined tor-
tures, who authorized the assassina-
tion abroad of alleged «terrorists»
(which has above all resulted in the
deaths of civiliansin drone bombard-
ments), who has organized a new war
in lraq and Syria, who justified the
ubiquitous surveillance by the secret
services of US telephones and the
internet worldwide, who remained
practically silent in the face of the
murder of Black youths by police in
his country, etc., etc., has publicly
stated his «solidarity» with the vic-
tims of the attack against Charlie Heb-
do on behalf of the ideas of «freedom

and the ideals that we share».

But this freedom and these ideals
are not those of the proletariat and the
oppressed! Proletarian ideals are the
fight against oppression, class inde-
pendence, liberation of humanity from
the capitalist yoke. The grand but
empty phrases and the compassion-
on-demand broadcast by the whole
media machine, are in the service of a
large-scal e operation to make the pro-
letariat support of the bourgeois order
at the very same time when, in France
and in other countries, it displays
more and more openly its repressive
and oppressive face.

DOWN
WITH BOURGEOIS WARS,
LONG LIVE THE CLASS WAR!

Politicians of all persuasions have
argued that «we are at war». Thisis
an undeniable truth.

But this really means much more
than police operations against a hand-
ful of criminals: France is one of the
imperialist states which are the real
major terroristsin the world, pillaging
and massacring the exploited and op-
pressed all over the planet, and whip-
ping up al wars. Without even going
back to the killingsin colonial wars or
African genocides, which display the
real «values» of the French Republic,
and sticking to current actuality, the
Hollande government is enormously
proud that in 2014 France was the sec-
ond country to enlist itself behind the
United Statesin anew war in the Mid-
dle East, and that French military in-
terventions in Africa have succeeded
each other at arapid pace. The French
defense minister boasted at the end of
2014 that in the Sahel, in one year,
«nearly 200 terrorists» have been
«neutralized» by French soldiers (ap-
parently they do not take prisoners...)
and more recently it has stated that a
military interventionin Libyawas nec-
essary. Thetraditional warlike tenden-
cies of the French Republic have made
aforceful comeback under the current
«left» government. And in order to
continue military operationsin defense

of French imperialist interests at will,
the Government recalls how helpful
national unity was in 1914 where the
«Union sacrée» had been, in al coun-
tries, the necessary condition to initi-
ate and conduct the war in Europe...

But the war that is waged relent-
lessly by the capitalist and bour-
geois governments of all countries,
istheinter nal social war against the
proletarians, although this social
war — capitalist exploitation — does
not usually translate into armed
clashes (the bloody repression of
workers’ struggles is reserved for
periods when the proletariat tries to
break free from its bondage), but
rather into accidents caused by over-
work, murders by police, layoffs, job
insecurity and increasing misery.
While it never really experienced a
clear recovery from the great reces-
sion of 2008, capitalism is menaced
again today with a plunge into a new
international economic crisis. This
inevitably means new anti-labor
measures, new anti-social «reforms»,
in short, a further aggravation of the
social war against the proletariat,
after the unprecedented attacks al-
ready carried out in the last period.
So we can understand the interest of
the Government and the capitalists
in using the corpses of the «victims
of terrorism» in the name of an al-
leged common interest in «peace and
tranquility» to divert the class strug-
gle of the proletarians and to chain
them into a unity with their class
enemies: but it is not peace and tran-
quility which is required by the
workers in the face of the capitalist
attacks, but areturnto thereal strug-
gle, the class war!

REACTIONARY ISLAMIC
TERRORISM

For their part, the authors of the
massacre and those who inspired it are
also the adversaries of the proletarian
struggle of defense against the capi-
talists. Contrary to what the media
says, they are not fighting against
«freedom of expression» (which is
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actually accepted by the bourgeois as
long as it does not interfere with ex-
ploitation), or «democracy» (the sys-
tem of class collaboration based on
the lie of equality between citizens);
according to the ideologues of al Qae-
da whose positions were upheld by
the terrorists, Muslim proletarians
should not hesitate to kill and to be
killed, not to defend their class inter-
ests, but to defend the Prophet!
Preaching the unity of believers and
religious wars in place of the class
struggle, having as a target, not the
exploiters, but those who oppose reli-
gion, like all clerics, in reality they
defend the interests of a ruling class
all too happy despite appearances to
see the defensive fire-fight of religion
against the proletarian struggle
spreading among the proletarian
youth issuing from immigration: the
opium of religion has always been
used by the exploiters to deceive the
exploited! On the other hand those
who perpetrated these attacks or
those that inspired them, knew that the
main result would be to throw suspi-
cion on the entire Arab population,
strengthening the de facto discrimina-
tion it faces and the police abuse it
suffers, exacerbating the racism and
the divisions between proletarians of
different backgrounds which isan im-
portant factor in the current power-
lessness of the proletariat.

NEITHER RELIGIOUSWAR
NOR SOCIAL PEACE!
CLASS STRUGGLE ISTHE
ONLY ROAD FORWARD
FOR THE PROLETARIANS
OF ALL ORIGINS!

Through the intermediary of its
political representatives and with the
eager help of its political and trade
union lackeys, theruling class callsfor
the building and strengthening of
«national unity» around itself even as
it sows misery and war throughout the
entire planet, it continuously aggra-
vates inequality and exploitation here
and everywhere, it continuously
strengthens measures of surveillance
and repression against the «enemy
within» which is none other than the
prol etariat!

The proletarians must not fall into
the gross political maneuvering in-
flamed in the name of the fight against
«terrorism»; they must reject any un-
ion with their exploiters, they must
reject the defense of the imperialist
Republic and bourgeois democracy —

i.e. the defense of the capitalist sys-
tem that crushes down on them; it is
indeed capitalism which is itself infi-
nitely more criminal and terrorist than
all the jihadists and whose victims
number in the tens of millions, and
which, in order to overcome its ever
more serious and repeated crises, will
inevitably plunge mankind into a new
world war if the international commu-
nist revolution fails to bring it down
intime.

The bourgeois and their lackeys
hope that proletarians remain under
submission to the capitalist order for
as long as possible, driven in particu-
lar by the fear of the Islamist terrorist
threat or by fear of the traditional ex-
treme right; but since they understand
that the material bases of this submis-
sion are continuing to weaken as eco-
nomic difficultiesinduce capitalism to
continually increase pressure on the
working class, they utilize every in-
stance, and the bloodiest are the most
effective, to realize and replenish the
paralyzing interclassist union.

If they want to break away from
their bondage, if they do not want to
serve as cannon fodder in inter-bour-
geois confrontations and as flesh for
exploitation in everyday life, the
workers have no alternative other
than to oppose themselves to this
national unity, other than to break
with class collaboration, other than
to retrace the path of revolutionary
class struggle.

The overthrow of capitalism by
revolution is essential to end the
countless horrors of this system, and
for the birth of a new society wi-
thout classes and without wars, wi-
thout exploitation and discrimina-
tion, a society based on the real
brotherhood among all: communism.
The union of the proletarians of all
backgrounds and nationalities is the
preliminary condition in order to re-
sist all capitalist attacks, and to find
the strength to then go on the attack
against capitalism.

The proletarians have nothing to
lose but their chains, they have a
world to win!

Down with national unity! Long
livetheunion of all workersin the
anti-capitalist class struggle!

Down with the bour geois Repub-
lic! Longlivetheworld communist
revolution!

International Communist Party
January 11, 2015
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e | Comienza el circo electoral ! La
democraciacontrael proletariado.

e La regeneracion democratica y la
represion... mas democraticaadn

» Unaaclaraciénnecesaria.

e Préxima publicacion de "Razones de
nuestro abstencionismo"

o Nuevaedicion del partido: "Terrorismoy
comunismo" de L. Trotsky.

o Laluchade clase contralaexplotacion
capitalistaes vital tanto para defender las
condiciones de existenciadel proletariado
entodos los paises del mundo como para
lanzar, mafiana, laluchadecisivacontrael
poder politico de las clases dominantes
burguesas vy liquidar el régimen de
esclavitud salarialimpuestoy mantenido
con lafuerzadel capitalismo. jEste es el
verdadero significado del Primero de Mayo
proletario, internacionalistay de lucha!

e Grecia: jContralasilusionesreformistas!
iPorlaluchaindependiente de clase!

e Continua la masacre de migrantes
ahogados en el Mediterraneo. Tremenda
demostraciéon de que los gobiernos
burgueses de todos los paises,
democréticos oautoritarios, noresolveran
nuncalas causas de estas tragedias. jEs
el capitalismo el que debe ser sepultado!
o Orientaciones Practicas de Accion
Sindical (11l).

* Huelgadelostrabajadores de Movistar.
iEs posible luchar contralas condiciones
de explotacién queimponelaburguesia!
iEs posible vencer si se utilizan medios y
métodos clasistas!

Preciodel gjemplar: Europa: 1,5€,3FS
; Américalatina US$1,5; USA y Cdn:
uss2.
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PROGRAMOF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY

The International Communist Party is constituted on
the basis of the following principles established at Leg-
hornin 1921 on thefoundation of the Communist Party of
Italy (Section of the Communist I nternational):

1. In the present capitalist social regime there develops
an increasing contradiction between the productive forces
and the relations of production, giving rise to the antithesis
of interests and to the class struggle between the proletar-
iat and the ruling bourgeoisie.

2. The present day production relations are protect-
ed by the power of the bourgeois State, that, whatever
the form of representative system and the use of elec-
tive democracy, constitutes the organ for the defense of
the interests of the capitalist class.

3. The proletariat can neither crush or modify the
mechanism of capitalist production relations from which
its exploitation derives, without the violent destruction
of the bourgeois power.

4. The indispensable organ of the revolutionary strug-
gle of the proletariat is the class party. The Communist
Party consists of the most advanced and resolute part of
the proletariat; it unites the efforts of the working masses
transforming their struggles for group interests and contin-
gent issues into the general struggle for the revolutionary
emancipation of the proletariat. It is up to the Party to
propagate revolutionary theory among the masses, to or-
ganize the material means of action, to lead the working
class during its struggle, securing the historical continuity
and the international unity of the movement.

5. After it has smashed the power of the capitalist
State, the proletariat must completely destroy the old
State apparatus in order to organize itself as the ruling
class and set up its own dictatorship; meanwhile depriv-
ing the bourgeoisie and members of the bourgeois class
of all political rights and functions as long as they sur-
vive socially,founding the organs of the new regime
exclusively on the productive class. Such is the program
that the Communist Party sets itself and which charac-
terizes it. It is this party therefore which exclusively
represents, organizes and directs the proletarian dicta-
torship. The requisite defence of the proletarian state
against all counter-revolutionary initiatives can only be
assured by depriving the bourgeoisie and parties which
are enemies of the proletarian dictatorship of all means
of agitation and political propaganda and by equipping
the proletariat with an armed organization in order to
repel all interior and exterior attacks.

6. Only the force of the proletarian State will be able to
systematically put into effect the necessary measures for
intervening in the relations of the social economy, by means
of which the collective administration of production and
distribution will take the place of the capitalist system.

7. This transformation of the economy and conse-
quently of the whole social life will lead to the gradual
elimination of the necessity for the political State, which
will progressively give way to the rational administra-
tion of human activities.

E I I

Faced with thesituation in the capitalist world and the
workers movement following the Second World War the
position of the Party isthefollowing :

8. In the course of the first half of the twentieth century
the capitalist social system has been developing, in the
economic field, creating monopolistic trusts among the

employers, and trying to control and manage production
and exchange according to central plans with State man-
agement of whole sectors of production. In the political
field, there has been an increase of the police and military
potential of the State, with governments adopting a more
totalitarian form. All these are neither new sorts of social
organizations in transition from capitalism to socialism,
nor revivals of pre-bourgeois political regimes. On the
contrary, they are definite forms of a more and more direct
and exclusive management of power and the State by the
most developed forces of capital.

This course excludes the progressive, pacifist interpre-
tations of the evolution of the bourgeois regime, and con-
firms the Marxist prevision of the concentration and the
antagonistic array of class forces. So that the proletariat
may confront its enemies’ growing potential with strength-
ened revolutionary energy, it must reject the illusory reviv-
al of democratic liberalism and constitutional guarantees.
The Party must not even accept this as a means of agita-
tion ; it must finish historically once and for all with the
practice of alliances, even for transitory issues, with the
bourgeois or petit-bourgeois parties, or with pseudo-work-
ers’ parties with a reformist program.

9. The globa imperialist wars show that the crisis of
disintegration of capitalism is inevitable because it has
entered the phase when its expansion, instead of signify-
ing a continual increment of the productive forces, is con-
ditioned by repeated and ever-growing destruction. These
wars have caused repeated deep crises in the global work-
ers organizations because the dominant classes could
impose on them military and national solidarity with one or
the other of the belligerents. The opposing historical solu-
tion for which we fight, is the awakening of the class
struggle, leading to civil war, the destruction of al interna-
tional coalitions by the reconstitution of the International
Communist Party as an autonomous force independent of
any existing political or military power.

10.The proletarian State, to the extent that its appara-
tus is an instrument and a weapon of struggle in a histor-
ical epoch of transition does not derive its organizational
strength from constitutional rules nor from representa-
tive schemas whatsoever.The most complete historical
example of such a State up to the present is that of the
Soviets (workers' councils) which were created during
the October 1917 revolution, when the working class
armed itself under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party.
The Constituent Assembly having been dissolved, they
became the exclusive organs of power repelling the at-
tacks by foreign bourgeois governments and, inside the
country, stamping out the rebellion of the vanquished
classes and of the middle and petit-bourgeois layers and
of the opportunist parties which, in the decisive phases,
are inevitably allied with the counter-revolution

11. The defense of the proletarian regime against the
dangers of degeneration inherent in the failures and pos-
sible retreats in the work of economic and social transfor-
mation — whose integral realization is inconceivable within
the limits of only one country — can only be assured by the
constant coordination between the policy the workers
State and the united international struggle, incessant in
times of peace as in times of war, of the proletariat of each
country against its bourgeoisie and its State and military
apparatus.This co-ordination can only be secured by
means of the political and programmatic control of the
world communist party over the State apparatus where the
working class has seized power.
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